
NOTE TIME AND DATE 
 

 

Beaumont Basin Watermaster 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

AGENDA 
DATE: Tuesday, September 15, 2009 

TIME: 10:00 a.m. 
PLACE: BCVWD 

560 Magnolia Avenue 
Beaumont, CA, 92223 

 
1. Call to Order 

 
2. Roll Call 

 
A. City of Banning:  Duane Burk 
B. City of Beaumont:  Dave Dillon 

 C. Beaumont Cherry Valley Water District:  Anthony Lara 
 D. South Mesa Water Company:  George Jorritsma 
 E. Yucaipa Valley Water District:  Joseph Zoba 
 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

4. Oral and Written Communication 
Anyone wishing to address the Watermaster on any matter not on the Agenda of this meeting may do so now.  The oral 
communications portion of this Agenda is to hear comments.  If any question or concern arises related to any issues not on 
the Agenda, it will be referred to Staff for appropriate response.  Anyone wishing to speak on an item on the Agenda may 
do so at the time the Watermaster considers that item.  All persons wishing to speak must fill out a Request to Speak Form 
and give it to the Clerk at the beginning of the meeting.  Forms are available from Clerk upon request. Each speaker is 
limited to three (3) minutes. 

   
5. Consent Calendar 
 

A. Approve Minutes of June 23, 2009* 
B. Treasurer’s Report Dated July 7, 2009* 
C. Auditors Report and Financial Statements Year Ending June 30, 2009* 
D. City of Beaumont’s Nomination of Dave Dillon to Watermaster Committee* 
E. Beaumont Cherry Valley Water District’s Nomination of Anthony Lara to the 

Watermaster Committee* 
F. Task Orders Issued* 
 

6. Action Items 
 

A. 2009 Subsidence Monitoring Program Beaumont Basin Report (Report will be 
presented at the meeting)* 

 
 Recommendation: Receive and File 
 
B. 2009 Biennial Engineering Report Beaumont Basin(Report will be presented at the 

meeting)* 
  
Recommendation: Receive and File 
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  NOTE TIME AND DATE 

  

   
 
 
7. Discussion Items 
 

a. Authorization to Complete Report of the Beaumont Basin 
Watermaster Regional Resources Optimization Scoping 
Work* 

 
Recommendation: Review, comment and budget authorization to 
issue a task order to Wildermuth Environmental Inc to complete the 
study 
 
b. Authorization to Complete Report of the Beaumont Basin 

Watermaster to Develop a Salt Mitigation Fee for the 
Beaumont Basin Management Zone* 

 
Recommendation: Review, comment and budget authorization to 
issue a task order to Wildermuth Environmental Inc to complete the 
study 
 
c. Correspondence sent to Luwana Ryan dated August 24, 

2009* 
 
Recommendation:  Receive and File  
 

8. Adjournment 
 
 
 
* Information included in agenda packet 
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DRAFT RECORD OF THE MINUTES OF THE 

BEAUMONT BASIN WATERMASTER MEETING 
  June 23, 2009 

Watermaster Members Present: 
 
City of Beaumont:      David Dillon 
Beaumont Cherry Valley Water District:   Anthony Lara 
South Mesa Water Company:    George Jorritsma 
Yucaipa Valley Water District:    Joe Zoba 
 
Watermaster Members Absent: 
 
City of Banning:   Ernest Marquez 
City of Beaumont:   Dee Moorjani 
 
Consultants Present: 
 
Andrew Schlange Chief of Watermaster Services 
Mark Wildermuth Wildermuth Environmental Inc 
 
Others Present: 
 
Luwana Ryan  Self 
Patsy Reeley  Self 
Nikki Magee  BCVWD 
Harold Flanders Self 
Dr. Blair Ball  BCVWD 
Blanca Marin  BCVWD 
 

1. Call to Order 
 
Chairman Jorritsma called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. 
 

2. Roll Call 
 
Absent to this meeting were Members Moorjani and Marquez. 
 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Chairman Jorritsma led the pledge. 
 

4. Oral and Written Communication 
• Luwana Ryan –Correspondence 

 
Chairman Jorritsma invited Luwana Ryan to address the Commission on this item. Ms. Ryan 
thanked Schlange for the quick response to her letter dated June 1, 2009. Ms. Ryan indicated that 
the letter was to open dialog in an area of concern that she had voiced since the adjudication of 
the basin began and the Fifth Annual Report was issued. She commented on the under reporting 
of water use of the unmetered wells on the basin and the danger to the overlyers rights to pump 
due to shallow wells and the additional cost to pump from lower levels an example being Bonita 
Vista Wells. She indicated that if consideration is taken on the amount that is being pump from 
these wells it’s lowering the water level in the basin. 
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5. Consent Calendar 
 

A. Approve Minutes of April 28, 2009 
B. Treasurer’s Report Dated June 4, 2009 

 
Member Zoba moved to approve the Consent Calendar. Member Lara seconded. The motion 
passed with Members Moorjani and Marquez absent. 
 

6. Action Items 
 

A. Fiscal Year 2009-2010 Watermaster Budget  
 
Jorritsma – “I need to get a motion to put it on the floor” 
Dillon: “So, move” 
Zoba: “I second” 
Jorritsma: “Any discussion in the Budget for the 2009-2010 years? 
Zoba: “You know, I don’t see, under the Special Projects, Can we get an update? Maybe we can 
schedule it separate to the items to review all the Special Projects Andy, on updates, a scope of 
service?” 
Schlange: “Once the budget is approved, then I’ll write the task orders and I will bring all to you, 
to the managers so that you can forward” 
Zoba: “So, all the task orders will come back to this group?” 
Schlange: “Yes” 
Zoba: “OK, I agree with that” 
Lara: “I agree with that, I also would like to see some of these numbers reduced a little bit. We 
do have some large carry-overs here. And one of the other things that I would like to see from the 
Commission, is not on this agenda, but just for the Commission’s consideration, any further 
engineering projects, my Board would like to see go out to bid, would like to see RFPs out for that 
and also we would like to bring to the Commission consideration of looking for anew legal counsel, 
Would like to see someone who is not affiliated with one of the member agencies, someone that 
really has no interest out here come to represent the Commission” 
Schlange: “We will make that a discussion item” 
Lara: “I understand it’s not on the agenda, but I just wanted to make everybody aware of that” 
Jorritsma: any other discussions in regards of the Budget 2009-2010 years? If not, all in favor 
signify by saying aye” 
All Commissioners: “Aye” 
Jorritsma: “So move” 
 

7. Adjournment 
 

Chairman Jorritsma adjourned the meeting at 9:38 a.m. 
 
 
____________________________ 
Anthony Lara, Secretary to the  
Beaumont Basin Watermaster 
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BBeeaauummoonntt  BBaassiinn  WWaatteerrmmaasstteerr    
560 Magnolia Avenue  Office     (951) 845-9581 
Beaumont, CA  92223 Mobile     (760) 574-6236 
www.beaumontwatermaster.com   Email  Jasa921@aol.com           

 
 

 
 
To:   Beaumont Basin Watermaster 

  
From:  J. Andrew Schlange, Chief of Watermaster Services 
 
Date:  September 15, 2009 
 
Subject:  2009 Subsidence Monitoring Report for the Beaumont Basin 
 
  
 Attached hereto please find the 2009 Subsidence Monitoring Report for the 
Beaumont Basin for your acceptance. The draft report was submitted to you for your 
comments during August 2009. (Report will be available at the meeting) 
 
  
Recommendation 
 
 Staff recommends that Beaumont Basin Watermaster receive and file the 
2009 Subsidence Monitoring Report for the Beaumont Basin.  
 
 
Respectfully, 

 
J. Andrew Schlange, 
Chief of Watermaster Services 
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BBeeaauummoonntt  BBaassiinn  WWaatteerrmmaasstteerr    
560 Magnolia Avenue  Office     (951) 845-9581 
Beaumont, CA  92223 Mobile     (760) 574-6236 
www.beaumontwatermaster.com   Email  Jasa921@aol.com           

 
 

 
 
To:   Beaumont Basin Watermaster 

  
From:  J. Andrew Schlange, Chief of Watermaster Services 
 
Date:  September 15, 2009 
 
Subject:  Beaumont Basin Watermaster Biennial Engineering Report July  
  2003-June 2008  
 
  
 Transmitted herewith for your acceptance please find the Beaumont Basin 
Watermaster Biennial Engineering Report July 2003-2008. This draft report was 
submitted for your review and comment during the month of September 2009. 
(Report will be available at the meeting) 
  
Recommendation 
 
 Staff recommends that Beaumont Basin Watermaster receive and file the 
Beaumont Basin Watermaster Biennial Engineering Report July 2003-2008. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
J. Andrew Schlange, 
Chief of Watermaster Services 
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BBeeaauummoonntt  BBaassiinn  WWaatteerrmmaasstteerr    
560 Magnolia Avenue  Office     (951) 845-9581 
Beaumont, CA  92223 Mobile     (760) 574-6236 
www.beaumontwatermaster.com   Email  Jasa921@aol.com           

 
 

 
To:   Beaumont Basin Watermaster 

  
From:  J. Andrew Schlange, Chief of Watermaster Services 
 
Date:  September 15, 2009 
 
Subject:  Authorization to issue Task Order to complete the Resource  
  Optimization Scoping Study, for the Salt Mitigation Fee Study,  
  for the Beaumont Management Zone, funding for Conjunctive  
  Use Marketing and to Identify and Acquire a New Supplemental 
  Supply Revenue Program to fund the Purchase of Supplemental 
  Water.  
 
  
 Gentlemen,  
 
During the Watermaster Budget discussion in June 2009, Mr. Lara (BCVWD) and Mr. 
Zoba (YVWD) raised questions relative to the subject items referenced herein above 
(see attached excerpts of the minutes). 
 
As you will recall, the budget was approved as submitted subject to all Task Orders 
being reviewed and approved by the members. The Administrative Task Orders 
issued by Staff you will note are approved as demonstrated by signature of the 
member. 
 
Submitted herewith also please find Mr. Lara’s recommendations for the reduction of 
Special Project Budget. Also submitted herewith is Staff’s submittal of manpower 
hours, estimated costs and dates of completion for the studies outlined. 
 
As to replacement of legal counsel, that is a matter for the Watermaster Committee 
to determine. However, Staff finds no conflicts of continuing with current legal 
counsel as General Counsel as the work of the Watermaster is fairly standard and 
current legal counsel is very knowledgeable of the issue before the Watermaster and 
does not need a very costly education since he drafted the Stipulated Agreement. 
However, if a conflict should occur, the normal manner of resolution would be to hire 
special counsel on a conflict by conflict basis, which is the standard practice of public 
agencies when conflict problems occur. 
 
Staff requests that Watermaster Committee authorize the issuance of the Task 
Orders necessary to complete the Special Project Programs in accordance with the 
work plan and budget attached hereto. Staff further requests that the Watermaster 
Committee continue with current legal counsel with the understanding that should a 
conflict occur the Watermaster Policy would be to hire a Special Counsel. 
  
Recommendation 
 
 Staff recommends that Watermaster Committee authorize Staff to issue the 
necessary Task Orders in accordance with the documentation submitted herewith to 
Wildermuth Environmental Inc to complete the subject items identified herein above 
with draft report finished on or before April 2010. 
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Beaumont Basin Watermaster  Page 2 of 2 
Parties to the Beaumont Basin Stipulated Agreement June 3, 2008 
 
 

 
 
20090915 Transmittal-BBWM Authorization of Task Orders.doc 

Staff further recommends that the Watermaster Committee continue with current 
legal counsel Aklufi and Wysocki with the recommendation that if a conflict should 
occur that the special counsel would be hired to resolve such conflict thereby 
implementing the standard practice of public agencies when conflict occurs. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
J. Andrew Schlange, 
Chief of Watermaster Services 
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BBEEAAUUMMOONNTT  BBAASSIINN  WWAATTEERRMMAASSTTEERR  
Office of the Secretary     Office   (760) 202-1961 
Attn:  J. Andrew Schlange     Mobile   (760) 574-6236 
C/O Beaumont-Cherry Valley Water District              Email Jasa921@aol.com 
560 Magnolia Avenue        Website:  www.beaumontwatermaster.org 
Beaumont, CA  92223                           

 
 

 
 
September 2, 2009 
 
 
 
Ms. Luwana Ryan 
9574 Mountain View Avenue 
Cherry Valley, CA 92223 
 
Subject:  Response to Luwana Ryan’s letter dated June 17, 2009 regarding 
   water level declines in the Beaumont Basin 
 
Dear Ms. Ryan, 
 
This letter is in response to your letter dated June 17, 2009, in which you raised 
the following questions regarding water levels in the Beaumont Basin. 
 

Question #1- “How is the Watermaster proposing to deal with the smaller 
         overlyers’ wells going dry?” 
Response:  
 

a. The Beaumont Basin has been in an overdraft condition for a long 
period. Small well owners would with or without the Watermaster 
have the potential to lose their wells due to such overdraft 
condition 

b. The 2004 Stipulated  Judgment excludes all well owners that 
produce less than 10 acre ft of water per year (See page 12 of 
the Judgment) 

c. According to the Stipulated Judgment, the Watermaster’s primary 
function is to account for water production and in the event 
pumpers who over-pump their allocated rights, it is well owners 
responsibility to replace over-pumped water 

d. If wells, whether small or large break suction because of water 
level decline, it is the well owners’ responsibility not the 
Watermaster to correct the problem at the cost of the well owner 

 
Question #2- “How are the appropriator larger well owners and deeper  
         overlier well owners going to cope with larger power bills  
         pumping from lower levels? 

Response: 
 
The Watermaster is not a participant in the internal affairs of the overliers or 
appropriators when determining how financial resources are developed to 
cover the increased cost of power, labor, chemicals and maintenance and 
repair of their systems. Determining how such obligations are covered is the 
responsibility of the agencies or well owners involved. If the Watermaster 
help is requested, the Watermaster will certainly participate in assisting the 
parties find solutions, but it must be understood that this is not a 
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Mrs. Ryan’s letter dated June 17, 2009 
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Luwana Ryan-Response to letter dated June 17 2009.doc 

 

responsibility of the Watermaster and is the well owners normal cost of well 
owners of doing business. 
 
Question #3- “Is there a plan in place and ready to start up in 2014 to  
         cease Temporary Surplus Over drafting of the Beaumont  
                  Basin?” 

Response: 
 

The Beaumont Basin Watermaster has recently notified the appropriators 
(appropriators are only pumpers eligible for temporary surplus water) that the 
temporary surplus water is due to expire in June 30, 2013. The Watermaster 
staff has been working with the appropriator’s staff to resolve this concern; 
however, it is the appropriator’s responsibility to determine and implement 
solutions. However, the Watermaster is working with others to find additional 
water for the area. 
 
Should you require additional information or more details regarding my response 
to your letter, I will be available to meet with you and others at your 
convenience. 
 
Respectfully, 

 
J. Andrew Schlange 
Chief of Watermaster Services 
 
Enclosures 
 
Cc: George Jorritsma  
     Dave Dillon           
     Anthony Lara 
     Joseph Zoba 
     City of Banning 
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