
Notice and Agenda of a Meeting of the 
Beaumont Basin Watermaster 

 

Wednesday, August 5, 2015 at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Meeting Location: 
 

Beaumont Cherry Valley Water District 
560 Magnolia Avenue 

Beaumont, California 92223 
(951) 845-9581 

Watermaster Members: 
 

City of Banning 
City of Beaumont 

Beaumont Cherry Valley Water District 
South Mesa Water Company 
Yucaipa Valley Water District 

 

 
I. Call to Order 
II. Roll Call 

City of Banning:  Alternate: Arturo Vela 
City of Beaumont:  Dave Dillon (Alternate: Kyle Warsinski) 
Beaumont Cherry Valley Water District:  Eric Fraser (Alternate: Tony Lara) 
South Mesa Water Company:  George Jorritsma (Alternate: Dave Armstrong) 
Yucaipa Valley Water District:  Joseph Zoba (Alternate: Jennifer Ares) 

III. Pledge of Allegiance 
IV. Public Comments   At this time, members of the public may address the Beaumont Basin Watermaster 

on matters within its jurisdiction; however, no action or discussion may take place on any item not on the 
agenda.  To provide comments on specific agenda items, please complete a Request to Speak form and provide 
that form to the Secretary prior to the commencement of the meeting. 

V. Consent Calendar 
A. Meeting Minutes 

1. No Meeting Minutes for June 3, 2015 
VI. Reports 

A. Report from Engineering Consultant - Hannibal Blandon, ALDA Engineering 
B. Report from Legal Counsel - Keith McCullough, Alvarado Smith 

VII. Discussion Items 
A. Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 2015-16 [Memorandum No. 15-14, Page 4 of 79] 

Recommendation:  That the Watermaster Committee adopts the budget as 
presented. 

B. Evaluation of Groundwater Conditions and Operating Safe Yield for 2014 
[Memorandum No. 15-15, Page 6 of 79] 

Recommendation:  No recommendation 

C. Presentation of the Consolidated Annual Report and Engineering Report for Calendar 
Year 2014 [Memorandum No. 15-16, Page 20 of 79] 

Recommendation:  No recommendation 

D. Proposed Groundwater Storage Agreement for the Morongo Band of Mission Indians 
[Memorandum No. 15-17, Page 21 of 79] 

Recommendation:  No recommendation 
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E. Overview of Oak Valley Partners Production Wells and Proposed Adjustments to 
Historical Groundwater Production [Memorandum No. 15-18, Page 74 of 79] 

Recommendation:  No recommendation 

F. Status Report on the Installation of Water Level Monitoring Equipment at Twelve 
Sites in the Beaumont Basin [Memorandum No. 15-19, Page 75 of 79] 

Recommendation:  No recommendation 

G. Discussion Regarding Overlying Users Revised Production Rights [Memorandum No. 
15-20, Page 79 of 79] 

Recommendation:  No recommendation 

VIII. Topics for Future Meetings 

A. Recycled Water Recharge Policy 

B. Adoption of the 2014 Consolidated Annual Report 

IX. Comments from the Watermaster Committee Members 

X. Announcements 

A. The next regular meeting of the Beaumont Basin Watermaster is scheduled for 
Wednesday, October 7, 2015 at 10:00 a.m. 

XI. Adjournment 
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BEAUMONT BASIN WATERMASTER 
MEMORANDUM NO. 15-14 

 
Date: August 5, 2015 
 
From: Joseph Zoba, Treasurer 
 
Subject: Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 2015-2016  
 
Recommendation: That the Watermaster Committee adopts the budget as presented. 
 
 
The attached draft budget for Fiscal Year 2015-16 provides funding for Administrative 
expenses in the amount of $128,050, an increase from the prior year due to the 
consolidation of the Annual Report and the Engineering Report. 
 
During the current fiscal year, the Watermaster concluded work on the safe yield study 
which was a special project between some of the Watermaster members.  The remaining 
balance for the special project is shown on the draft budget as a credit for the participating 
agencies.  At this time there are no special projects scheduled for next fiscal year.  In the 
event that the Special Project Committee members decide to pursue additional tasks or 
another project, there will need to be an amendment to the Special Project budget prior 
to the adoption of the final budget at the next Watermaster meeting. 
 
The draft budget was presented at the June 3, 2015 meeting. 
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BEAUMONT BASIN WATERMASTER 
MEMORANDUM NO. 15-15 

 
Date: August 5, 2015 
 
From: Hannibal Blandon, ALDA 
 
Subject: Evaluation of Groundwater Conditions and Operating Safe Yield 

for 2014 
 
Recommendation: No recommendation. 
 
 
The attached Technical Memorandum summarizes an evaluation of groundwater level 
trends, change in groundwater storage, and operating safe yield for the Beaumont Basin 
for the 2014 calendar year.  Data summarized in this TM is also included in the Draft 2014 
Annual Report.  Groundwater level changes were evaluated at both the local level (as 
measured at key monitoring wells) and on a basin-wide basis. 
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BEAUMONT BASIN WATERMASTER 
MEMORANDUM NO. 15-16 

 
Date: August 5, 2015 
 
From: Hannibal Blandon, ALDA 
 
Subject: Presentation of the Consolidated Annual Report and Engineering 

Report for Calendar Year 2014 
 
Recommendation: No recommendation. 
 
 
The attached Technical Memorandum summarizes an evaluation of groundwater level 
trends, change in groundwater storage, and operating safe yield for the Beaumont Basin 
for the 2014 calendar year.  Data summarized in this TM is also included in the Draft 2014 
Annual Report.  Groundwater level changes were evaluated at both the local level (as 
measured at key monitoring wells) and on a basin-wide basis. 
 
A copy of the report is available online at the Beaumont Basin Watermaster website 
(http://www.beaumontbasinwatermaster.org/), or can be downloaded directly using the 
following link: 
 

http://documents.yvwd.dst.ca.us/bbwm/documents/2014annualreport150731.pdf 
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BEAUMONT BASIN WATERMASTER 
MEMORANDUM NO. 15-17 

 
Date: August 5, 2015 
 
From: Hannibal Blandon, ALDA 
 
Subject: Proposed Groundwater Storage Agreement for the Morongo Band 

of Mission Indians 
 
Recommendation: No recommendation. 
 
 
On July 8, 2015, ALDA Inc. received a letter from Mr. Stephen B. Johnson, president of 
Stetson Engineers Inc., on behalf of the Morongo Band of Mission Indians, regarding the 
Groundwater Storage Agreement currently in place.  In the letter, it was requested that 
Watermaster includes the Groundwater Storage Agreement between the Watermaster 
and the Tribe on the August 5, 2015 Watermaster meeting agenda for a short presentation 
to the Watermaster and potential Watermaster approval.  Initial letter, technical 
memorandum, and accompanying attachments are included herein. 
 
ALDA Inc., in association with Thomas Harder & Company, have conducted an initial 
review of the documents provided by Stetson Engineers Inc., and would like to offer the 
following comments for your consideration.  Please note that our initial comments are 
based on our current knowledge of the basin only as no additional calculations or 
modeling runs have been conducted. 
 

 Location of Spreading Grounds – Technical Memorandum Figures 1 and 2. – 
While these figures are not provided with a scale, aerial photography seems to 
indicate that the location of Tukwet Well B is approximately 600 ft. to 800 ft. south 
of the Beaumont Basin Adjudicated Boundary alignment depicted in the figure.  
Accordingly, the location of the proposed spreading grounds seems to be 
approximately 300 ft. to 400 ft. north of the boundary.  Please note that the 
alignment of the Beaumont Basin boundary in this area is not a confirmed 
groundwater flow barrier.  

 
 Technical Memorandum Section 6.4d, Pg. 3 of 8. – There is limited available 

hydrogeological data in the vicinity of the proposed recharge site to indicate the 
direction of groundwater flow in this area.  If the applicant and/or their consultants 
have more detailed groundwater level data in this area (including a contour map), 
they should include it.  Available data suggests the groundwater gradient is 
relatively flat in the area.  It is possible that supplemental water recharge at the 
proposed location could result in groundwater mounding that would result in flow 
out of the basin and increased losses.  The applicant should provide an analysis 
of the potential impact of recharging 700 ac-ft of water (or more) on the 
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groundwater flow direction and gradient.  While it is acknowledged that a 
methodology is necessary for assessing losses out of the basin, any such 
methodology should include the installation of features that will enable us to collect 
the data necessary to confirm the loss (e.g. monitoring wells).  Regardless, the 
proposal to store the water without accounting for losses does not seem tenable. 
 

 Technical Memorandum - Resolution No. 2005-01 – Section 2 – Pg. 5 of 8. - 
Given the location of the proposed project and assuming that a northerly 
groundwater flow direction is correct, the most likely beneficiary of the recharged 
supplemental water will be other wells owned by the applicant (e.g. Tukwet A).  It 
is not likely that the project will significantly improve the groundwater quality for 
other pumpers in the basin.  

 
 Technical Memorandum - Resolution No. 2005-01 – Section 4 - Pg. 7 of 8. - It 

is stated that the total dissolved solids and nitrate concentrations in the water from 
Well B are below the maximum benefit objectives for the Beaumont Basin.  The 
laboratory reports of water quality attached to the Technical Memorandum report 
a nitrate concentration of 16 milligrams per liter (mg/L).  However, the laboratory 
does not indicate whether the nitrate concentration is reported as nitrogen (N) or 
nitrate (NO3).  If the value is reported as N, then the Maximum Contaminant Level 
is 10 mg/L and the water quality would not be in conformance with the maximum 
benefit objectives.  The applicant should provide a revised laboratory report from 
the laboratory that confirms how the nitrate concentration is reported. 

 
 Laboratory Report Chain of Custody - In the chain of custody for the laboratory 

report, it is indicated that radiological analyses were requested from the laboratory 
but no radiological water quality is reported.  The results of these tests should be 
included in the laboratory report. 

 
A representative from the Morongo Band of Mission Indians and/or their consultant will 
make a formal presentation to the Watermaster.  Potential impacts resulting from the 
implementation of this project should be studied carefully before making a 
recommendation on this issue. 
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BEAUMONT BASIN WATERMASTER 
MEMORANDUM NO. 15-18 

 
Date: August 5, 2015 
 
From: Hannibal Blandon, ALDA 
 
Subject: Overview of Oak Valley Partners Production Wells and Proposed 

Adjustments to Historical Groundwater Production 
 
Recommendation: No recommendation. 
 
 
The 2003 Annual Report identified three wells owned by Oak Valley Partners L.P.; 
namely, Singleton Ranch No. 5, Singleton Ranch No. 7, and Irrigation Stokes.  The report 
documents that only Singleton Ranch Well No. 7 was metered.  Annual production from 
the two unmetered wells was estimated in subsequent annual reports by Wildermuth 
Environmental Inc., at 300 ac-ft/yr for Singleton Ranch No. 5 and 10 ac-ft/yr for Irrigation 
Stokes.   
 
It is our understanding that this estimate was based on the assumption that these two 
wells were being used for agricultural production.  Metered monthly production for 
Singleton Ranch No. 7 since 2003 has been reported annually with an annual production 
ranging from 0.5 to 2.5 ac-ft/yr.  This level of production for the three wells continued to 
be reported to the present. 
 
A field visit conducted by ALDA Inc. to the Oak Valley Partners property was conducted 
on April 1, 2015 to determine the current condition of the wells.  During our visit, we 
determined that historically there have been four production wells on-site.  Two of these 
wells are no longer producing as one of them has a broken motor and the other has been 
dismantled.  One of the production wells, Singleton Ranch No. 7, no longer has a meter 
and is currently used to feed a home and a few head of cattle; while the last well feeds a 
small on-site office.  Considering the current water use on the property, we have 
estimated the total combined groundwater extractions at this location at 2.5 ac-ft/yr. 
 
Information provided by Mr. John Ohanian, Oak Valley Partners’ representative, 
approximately 50 acres of land were used through 2007 to grow vegetables.  This level 
of agricultural production is somewhat consistent with the 300 ac-ft/yr of groundwater 
production initially reported by Wildermuth.   
 
Based on the above information, annual production by Oak Valley Partners will be revised 
down to 2.5 ac-ft/yr., starting in Calendar Year 2008.  Considering that Oak Valley 
Partners LP. is an Overlying Party with an overlying water right of 1,806 ac-ft/yr.,  an 
estimated 1,803.50 ac-ft/yr. will be distributed amongst Appropriators starting in Calendar 
Year 2013. 
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BEAUMONT BASIN WATERMASTER 
MEMORANDUM NO. 15-19 

 
Date: August 5, 2015 
 
From: Hannibal Blandon, ALDA 
 
Subject: Status Report on the Installation of Water Level Monitoring 

Equipment at Twelve Sites in the Beaumont Basin 
 
Recommendation: No recommendation. 
 
 
During the February 4, 2015, the Board authorized ALDA Inc., to procure and install water 
level monitoring equipment at twelve preselected sites located throughout the Beaumont 
Basin. 
 
On April 15, 2015 monitoring equipment was installed at seven of the initial sites.   
 
A field visit to these sites on May 27, 2015, revealed that the monitoring probes were not 
collecting information at four of the sites; the equipment manufacturer was contacted for 
advice and the situation corrected. Two additional monitoring sites were equipped on that 
date.   
 
On July 2, 2015 two other wells were equipped for a current total of eleven wells with new 
monitoring probes.  In addition, two probes to measure barometric pressure have been 
installed.  During the installation process old monitoring probes were removed from 
various sites and sent to Solinst in Canada for installation of new batteries. 
 
The attached spreadsheet contains a summary of the fifteen potential sites initially 
considered.  Of the eleven sites where probes have been installed, nine are owned by 
Appropriators while the remaining two sites are owned by public agencies not identified 
in the Judgment.  Negotiations continue with the four remaining parties for installation of 
additional monitoring probes. 
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BEAUMONT BASIN WATERMASTER 
MEMORANDUM NO. 15-20 

 
Date: August 5, 2015 
 
From: Hannibal Blandon, ALDA 
 
Subject: Discussion Regarding Overlying Users Revised Production Rights 
 
Recommendation: No recommendation. 
 
 
During the Watermaster meeting on June 3, 2015, the Watermaster Committee requested 
Watermaster legal counsel to prepare a legal opinion addressing how Overlying users 
production rights would be affected by the adoption of the revised Safe Yield of the basin 
for the 2013-2022 period. 
 
In 2004, when the Judgment was established, the safe yield of the Beaumont Basin was 
estimated at 8,650 ac-ft/yr and distributed amongst Overlying producers.  Over the last 
two years, ALDA Inc., in association with Thomas Harder and Company, developed a 
groundwater model of the basin and determined that the safe yield for the 10 year period 
between 2013 and 2022 to be 6,700 ac-ft/yr.  This revised safe yield represents a 
reduction of 1,950 ac-ft/yr from the initial safe yield of the basin. 
 
The purpose of this agenda item is to discuss the revision of production rights for 
Overlying Users. 
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