
Notice and Agenda of a Meeting of the 
Beaumont Basin Watermaster 

 

Wednesday, June 3, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. 
 

 

Meeting Location: 
 

Beaumont Cherry Valley Water District 
560 Magnolia Avenue 

Beaumont, California 92223 
(951) 845-9581 

Watermaster Members: 
 

City of Banning 
City of Beaumont 

Beaumont Cherry Valley Water District 
South Mesa Water Company 

Yucaipa Valley Water District 
 

 
 

This meeting is available by calling  
(888) 475-4499 using passcode 997-7493-5433#  

 

View live presentation material at  

 https://zoom.us/j/99774935433 
 

There will be no public physical location for  
attending this meeting in person.   

 
 

I. Call to Order 

II. Roll Call 

City of Banning:  Arturo Vela (Alternate: Luis Cardenas) 

City of Beaumont:  __________ (Alternate: Kyle Warsinski) 

Beaumont Cherry Valley Water District:  Daniel Jaggers (Alternate: Mark Swanson) 

South Mesa Water Company:  George Jorritsma (Alternate: Dave Armstrong) 

Yucaipa Valley Water District:  Joseph Zoba (Alternate: Jennifer Ares) 

III. Pledge of Allegiance 

IV. Public Comments   At this time, members of the public may address the Beaumont Basin 
Watermaster on matters within its jurisdiction; however, no action or discussion may take 

place on any item not on the agenda.  To provide comments on specific agenda items, 
please complete a Request to Speak form and provide that form to the Secretary prior to 

the commencement of the meeting. 

V. Reports 

A. Report from Engineering Consultant - Hannibal Blandon, ALDA Engineering 

B. Report from Hydrogeological Consultant - Thomas Harder, Thomas Harder & Co. 

C. Report from Legal Counsel - Thierry Montoya/Keith McCullough, Alvarado Smith 

VI. Discussion Items 

A. Status Report on Water Level Monitoring throughout the Beaumont Basin through 
May 18, 2020 [Memorandum No. 20-08, Page 3 of 22] 

Recommendation:  No recommendation. 
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B. A Comparison of Production and Allowable Extractions through April 2020  
[Memorandum No. 20-09, Page 13 of 22] 

Recommendation:  No recommendation - For informational purposes only. 

C. Updated 2018 Consolidated Annual Report and Engineering Report – Delivery of Final 

Report  [Memorandum No. 20-10, Page 14 of 22] 

Recommendation:  For Information Purposes only. 

D. Consideration of Change Order No. 2 for Task Order No. 17 for the Development of 

a Return Flow Methodology for the Beaumont Basin  [Memorandum No. 20-11, Page 
15 of 22] 

Recommendation:  That the Watermaster Committee consider the approval of 
basic tasks 1 through 6 and optional tasks 7 and 8 as presented under Change 
Order No. 2.   The estimate to complete the basic tasks 1 through 6 is 

$25,510.00 while the estimated cost to complete optional tasks 7 and 8 is an 
additional $43,750.00.  If approved, the Watermaster Committee should direct 

the Treasurer to invoice specific Appropriators based on anticipated benefits. 

VII. Topics for Future Meetings 

A. Development of a methodology and policy to account for groundwater storage losses 

in the basin resulting from the artificial recharge of water resources.  

B. Development of a methodology and policy to account for recycled water recharge. 

VIII. Comments from the Watermaster Committee Members 

IX. Announcements 

A. The next regular meeting of the Beaumont Basin Watermaster is scheduled for 
Wednesday, August 5, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. 

B. Future Meeting Dates: 

i. Wednesday, October 7, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. 

ii. Wednesday, December 2, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. 

iii. Wednesday, February 3, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. 

X. Adjournment 
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BEAUMONT BASIN WATERMASTER 
MEMORANDUM NO. 20-08 

 
Date: June 3, 2020 
 
From: Hannibal Blandon, ALDA Inc. 
 
Subject: Status Report on Water Level Monitoring throughout the 

Beaumont Basin through May 18, 2020 
 
Recommendation: No recommendation. 
 

 
At the present time, there are 16 monitoring wells collecting water level information on an 
hourly basis at various locations throughout the basin. In addition, there are two 
monitoring probes collecting barometric pressures at opposite ends of the Beaumont 
Basin.  The location of active monitoring wells is depicted in the attached Figure No. 1. 
 
Water levels at selected locations are depicted in Figures 2 through 7 and are described 
as follows: 
 

✓ Figure No. 2 – Water levels at YVWD Well No. 34 and Oak Valley Well No. 5 
are considered representative of basin conditions in the Northwest portion of 
the basin.  Since the initial installation of a measuring probe, water level at 
YVWD was very stable ranging within a few fee; however, over the last year a 
five-foot drop in levels has been recorded.  Similar drop has been observed at 
Oak Valley No. 5; a drop of nine feet was recorded between April and 
November 2019; more recent information is not available since the 
communications cable has not been accessed since January 2020. 

✓ Figure No. 3 – Two of the Noble Creek observation wells are presented in this 
figure representing the shallow and deep aquifers.  In the shallow aquifer, the 
water level has increased close to 90 feet over the last two years from a low of 
2,337 ft. to 2,424 ft.; however, over the last year it has been fairly steady with 
minor fluctuations in recent months.  In the deep aquifer, water level has 
increased by 60 ft since the summer of 2016. 

 
✓ Figure No. 4 – Southern Portion of the Basin.  Water level at the Summit 

Cemetery well is highly influenced by a nearby pumping well that is used to 
irrigate the cemetery grounds.  The water level at this well continues to fluctuate 
over a 20-foot band.  Conversely, the water level at the Sun Lakes well has 
fluctuated minimally over the same period and it is currently at the same level 
as when monitoring began in the summer of 2015. 

 
✓ Figure No. 5 illustrates levels at three wells owned by the City of Banning in the 

Southeast portion of the basin.  While water level at the Old Well No. 15 
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(Chevron Well) has been fairly flat over the last two years, a somewhat 
significant and steady decline, close to 23 feet, was recorded at Banning M-8 
between the summer of 2015 and the winter of 2017.  The probe at Banning 
M-8 was removed in late January 2018 and was reinstalled in May 2019; since, 
the water level declined and additional 10 ft. hitting bottom at an elevation of 
2,047 ft; a minor recovery of 4 ft has been recorded over the last six months.  
Water level at Banning M-9 has fluctuated in a 17-foot range, between 2,130 ft 
and 2,147 ft. since monitoring began in the summer of 2015.  Water level at 
this location could not be downloaded during our visit due to problems with the 
communications cable. This cable needs to be replaced due to consistently 
failing to communication with the probe. 

 
✓ Figure No. 6 illustrate recorded water level at BCVWD No. 2 and BCVWD No. 

25.  Water levels at these two wells follow seasonal pumping patterns; 
however, .  During the summer of 2019, the water level at BCVWD No. 2 
declined 10 feet between May and November to an elevation of 2,218 ft, but 
then quickly recover over the late fall and 2019/20 winter.  During this later 
period, a 14 feet gain was recorded.  A decline in level at this well begun again 
this past April. Similar patten is  

 
✓  Over the last two years, water levels are overall in an uptrend; however, they 

experience seasonal declines following production patterns. At the end of the 
summer pumping season, water levels at these wells declined by 
approximately seven feet but seem to quickly recover in the last three months.  

 
✓ Figure No. 7 depicts the recorded water level at the two newest observation 

wells, BCVWD No. 29 and Tukwet Canyon Well “B”.  BCVWD No. 29 is a 
pumping well that is now more actively used to meet peak summer demands.  
Water level at this well experienced a slight decline of 4 ft in the summer, but it 
is recovering now that this well is in winter-mode operation.  Tukwet B is a 
dedicated monitoring well in the southern portion of the basin; water level at 
this well has been fairly stable over the last 10 months. 

 
 

New Monitoring Wells 
 
During the last reporting period, no additional monitoring wells have been added. 
 
New Equipment Installation 
 
None during the reporting period. 
 
Troubleshooting Issues 
 
The following malfunctioning issues were encountered during our May 19, 2020 field visit: 
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✓ Banning M-9 – Communications cable continues not to communicate with 
water level probe.  Data continues to be stored, but it cannot be retrieved.  A 
new communications cable needs to be ordered for this well.  

✓ Oak Valley No. 5 – Communications cable has not been restored and a new 
communications cable is needed.  Several attempts have been made to fix the 
problem without success.  Data continues to be stored, but it cannot be 
retrieved. 

✓ Tukwet Golf Course Well B – For the first time since installed, the 
communications cable is not working.  Cable may need to be replaced in the 
future.  Data continues to be stored. 

✓ The water level meter broke again and needs to be repaired and/or replaced. 

 
New Monitoring Sites 
 
Due to the current pandemic, all communications with owners of potential well sites have 
stalled.  We will restart communications in the future as the country gradually goes back 
to normal.  The following sites are being considered: 
 

✓ Catholic Dioceses of San Bernardino-Riverside counties, near Rancho 
Calimesa Mobile Home Park has three abandoned wells.  Two of these wells 
cannot be used at this time because the probe could not be lowered; however, 
the third site has great potential.  This well is approximately 400 ft deep and the 
water level is at approximately 160 feet below ground.  

✓ Sharondale Well No. 1 – This well is operated by Clearwater Operations.  We 
initiated contact with this company to install a water level probe at this well, but 
progress has not been made.   

✓ At Plantation by the Lake, another potential monitoring well site, 
communications with owner have not be reestablished.  
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BEAUMONT BASIN WATERMASTER 
MEMORANDUM NO. 20-09 

 
Date: June 3, 2020 
 
From: Hannibal Blandon, ALDA Inc. 
 
Subject: A Comparison of Production and Allowable Extractions through 

April 2020 
 
Recommendation: No recommendation - For informational purposes only. 
 

 
The purpose of this Technical Memorandum is to present a comparison of production 
rights from the basin against actual production by Appropriators.  Production rights consist 
of the sum of a) unused production by overlying users from 2015 transferred to 
appropriators for 2020, b) transfers of overlying water rights from Oak Valley Partners to 
YVWD to serve certain parcels within the basin, and c) imported water spreading.  This 
sum is compared against actual production through April 2020.  
 
Total production by Appropriators for the first four months of the year was 3,442 ac-ft; 
imported water spreading for the same period was reported at 3,119 ac-ft.  Allowable 
production for the reporting period was estimated at 9,133 ac-ft.  The table below presents 
the above comparison for all Appropriators in ac-ft. 
 

 City of 
Banning 

Beaumont 
Cherry 
Valley 
Water 

District 

South 
Mesa 

Mutual 
Water 

Company 

Yucaipa 
Valley 
Water 

District 

Total 

Transfer of Overlying 
Rights from 2015 

1,450 1,962 576 627 4,614 

Transfer of Overlying 
Rights from OVP to 

YVWD 
0 0 0 1,399 1,399 

Imported Water 0 3,119 0 0 3,119 

Total 1,450 5,081 576 2,026 9,133 

      

Production 432 2,447 62 501 3,442 

% of Total 29.8% 48.2% 10.8% 24.7% 37.7% 
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BEAUMONT BASIN WATERMASTER 
MEMORANDUM NO. 20-10 

 
Date: June 3, 2020 
 
From: Hannibal Blandon, ALDA Inc. 
 
Subject: Updated 2018 Consolidated Annual Report and Engineering 

Report – Delivery of Final Report 
 
Recommendation: For Information Purposes only. 
 

 
During the February 2019 regular meeting a formal presentation of the 2018 Draft report 
was made.  That presentation addressed groundwater production, spreading of imported 
water, operating safe yield, wastewater discharges as well as water quality and storage 
accounts.   
 
At the February 2020 regular meeting a formal presentation of the Final report was made.  
This presentation addressed a) comments received from the draft report, b) a revised 
Section 3.4.2 Transfers of Overlying Rights for Service by an Appropriator and c) revised 
storage accounts.  The final version of the report was approved by the Watermaster 
Committee during this meeting provided that a few additional comments be incorporated 
and that the report be limited to document activities that took place during Calendar Year 
2018 only. 
 
We have incorporated the additional comments and removed any language from the 
report that was not pertinent to 2018.  The revised version of the final report, dated June 
3rd, 2020, supersedes the February 5th version of the same report.   
 
A hard copy of the report will be distributed to members of the Watermaster Committee 
at the August 2020 regular meeting, should public meetings be allowed by then. 
 
The Final 2018 Consolidated Annual Report is available online from the “Documents & 
Publications” section of the Beaumont Basin Watermaster website. 
(www.beaumontbasinwatermaster.org).  
 
View the updated 2018 Annual Report at 
http://documents.yvwd.dst.ca.us/bbwm/documents/2018/2018annualreport-final200603.pdf 
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BEAUMONT BASIN WATERMASTER 
MEMORANDUM NO. 20-11 

 
Date: June 3, 2020 
 
From: Hannibal Blandon, ALDA Inc. 
 
Subject: Consideration of Change Order No. 2 for Task Order No. 17 for 

the Development of a Return Flow Methodology for the Beaumont 
Basin.  

 
Recommendation: That the Watermaster Committee consider the approval of basic 

tasks 1 through 6 and optional tasks 7 and 8 as presented under 
Change Order No. 2.   The estimate to complete the basic tasks 1 
through 6 is $25,510.00 while the estimated cost to complete 
optional tasks 7 and 8 is an additional $43,750.00.  If approved, 
the Watermaster Committee should direct the Treasurer to invoice 
specific Appropriators based on anticipated benefits. 

 

 

On October 3, 2018, the Watermaster Committee approved Task Order No. 17 for the 

Development of a Return Flow Methodology for the Beaumont Basin (See TM 18-21).  

Task Order No. 17 was approved for the sum not to exceed $40,140.00.  The expenses 

associated with the initial task order were to be divided equally between Appropriators 

anticipated to receive a benefit from the development of this methodology. 

On October 2, 2019, the Watermaster Committee approve Change Order No. 1 for the 

amount of $4,780.00 bringing the contract amount under this task to $44,920.00 (See TM 

19-22).  At that meeting, members of the Watermaster Committee provided both written 

and verbal comments; the comments were grouped into the following general categories: 

1. Indoor/Outdoor Water Use Estimates 

2. Landscape Irrigation Efficiency Assumptions 

3. Need for Additional Water Delivery Account Types 

4. Accounting for Pipeline Losses in both Sewer and Water Pipelines 

At the February 5, 2020 Watermaster Committee meeting, a presentation was made on 

the additional scope of services included under Task Order No. 2.  Committee members 

asked that the scope of services be modified to include additional and optional tasks for 

their consideration.  

Beaumont Basin Watermaster - June 3, 2020 - Page 15 of 22
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The attached scope of services addresses those areas identified at the October 2, 2019 

and February 5, 2020 meetings.  The estimated cost to complete the basic tasks 1 through 

6 is $25,510.00.  Approval of this change order will bring the upper limit on the contract 

to $70,430.00.  The estimated cost to complete optional task 7 and 8 is $43,750.00.  

Approval of these optional tasks will bring the upper limit on the contract to $114,180.00. 
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