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HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE 
DIVISION 6. SANITARY DISTRICTS 
Part 1. Sanitary District Act of 1923 
Chapter 4. District Powers 
Article 1. General 
§6512. Authority Pertaining to Water Recycling and Distribution Systems 

(a) A district may acquire, plan, construct, reconstruct, alter, enlarge, lay, renew, replace, 
maintain, and operate garbage dumpsites and garbage collection and disposal systems, sewers, 
drains, septic tanks, and sewerage collection, outfall, treatment works and other sanitary disposal 
systems, and storm water drains and storm water collection, outfall and disposal systems, and 
water recycling and distribution systems, as the board deems necessary and proper, and in the 
performance of these functions, either in or out of the district, it may join through joint powers 
agreements pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 6500) of Division 
7 of Title 1 of the Government Code, or through other means with any county or municipality or 
any other district or governmental agency. 
 

(b) Before any garbage dump is established, the location shall first be approved by the county 
health officer, and, in addition, if the location is within two miles of any city, the consent of the 
governing body of the city shall first be secured. 
 

(c) 
(1) If the district includes any part of a city, water district, or other local agency that 

provides water service to any territory in the district, the district shall not supply water service to 
the territory unless the district first obtains the consent of the city, water district, or other local 
agency.  The consent shall not be revoked, if the revocation will result in a decrease of the 
revenues available to pay the outstanding bonds of the district. 

(2) Paragraph (1) does not apply to the provision of recycled water by a district. 
(3) 

(A) Subject to subparagraph (B), a district may not supply water service using 
recycled water to the territory of any part of a city, water district, or other local public entity 
providing water service, or commence construction of facilities for that service, prior to offering 
to consult with that city, water district, or other local public entity, and providing notification of 
availability for consultation.  The obligation to consult terminates if that local public entity 
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providing water service fails to make itself available for consultation within 60 days of written 
notification to that local public entity. 

(B) The consultation and notification requirements described in subparagraph (A) do 
not apply to a district if the district, prior to supplying water or commencing construction as 
described in subparagraph (A), provides notification to the local public entity pursuant to Section 
65604 of the Government Code or submits a written request to the local public entity pursuant to 
subdivision (b) of Section 13580 of the Water Code. 
 

(d) The Department of Water Resources may assist sanitary districts in applying for, and in 
obtaining approval of, federal and state funding and permits for cost-effective water recycling 
projects and shall confer and cooperate with the legislative body of the district during the 
application and approval process. 

 
 

DIVISION 13. HOUSING 
Part 1.5. Regulations of Buildings Used for Human Habitation. 
Chapter 5. Administration and Enforcement 
Article 3. Actions and Proceedings 
§17922.12. Use of Graywater 

(a) For the purposes of this section, "graywater" means untreated wastewater that has not 
been contaminated by any toilet discharge, has not been affected by infectious, contaminated, or 
unhealthy bodily wastes, and does not present a threat from contamination by unhealthful 
processing, manufacturing, or operating wastes. "Graywater" includes wastewater from bathtubs, 
showers, bathroom washbasins, clothes washing machines, and laundry tubs, but does not 
include wastewater from kitchen sinks or dishwashers. 
 

(b) Notwithstanding Chapter 22 (commencing with Section 14875) of Division 7 of the 
Water Code, at the next triennial building standards rulemaking cycle that commences on or after 
January 1, 2009, the department shall adopt and submit for approval pursuant to Chapter 4 
(commencing with Section 18935) of Part 2.5 building standards for the construction, 
installation, and alteration of graywater systems for indoor and outdoor uses. 
 

(c) In adopting building standards under this section, the department shall do all of the 
following: 

(1) Convene and consult a stakeholder's group that includes members with expertise in 
public health, water quality, geology or soils, residential plumbing, home building, and 
environmental stewardship. 

(2) Ensure protection of water quality in accordance with applicable provisions of state 
and federal water quality law. 

(3) Consider existing research available on the environmental consequences to soil and 
groundwater of short-term and long-term graywater use for irrigation purposes, including, but 
not limited to, research sponsored by the Water Environment Research Foundation. 

(4) Consider graywater use impacts on human health. 
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(5) Consider the circumstances under which the use of in-home graywater treatment 
systems is recommended. 

(6) Consider the use and regulation of graywater in other jurisdictions within the United 
States and in other nations. 
 

(d) The department may revise and update the standards adopted under this section at any 
time, and the department shall reconsider these standards at the next triennial rulemaking that 
commences after their adoption. 
 

(e) The approval by the California Building Standards Commission of the standards for 
graywater systems adopted under this section shall terminate the authority of the Department of 
Water Resources to adopt and update standards for the installation, construction, and alteration 
of graywater systems in residential buildings pursuant to Chapter 22 (commencing with Section 
14875) of Division 7 of the Water Code. 

 
 

Part 2.5. State Building Standards 
Chapter 4. The California Building Standards Code 
§18941.7. Authority for Local Agencies to adopt graywater prohibitions or 
standards 
A city, county, or other local agency may adopt, after a public hearing and enactment of an 
ordinance or resolution, building standards that prohibit entirely the use of graywater, or building 
standards that are more restrictive than the graywater building standards adopted by the 
department under Section 17922.12 and published in the California Building Standards Code. 
 
 
DIVISION 104. ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICES 
Part 12. Drinking Water 
Chapter 4. California Safe Drinking Water Act 
Article 7. Requirements and Compliance 
§116551. Augmentation of source with recycled water 
The department shall not issue a permit to a public water system or amend a valid existing permit 
for the use of a reservoir as a source of supply that is directly augmented with recycled water, as 
defined in subdivision (n) of Section 13050 of the Water Code, unless the department does all of 
the following: 

(a) Performs an engineering evaluation that evaluates the proposed treatment 
technology and finds that the proposed technology will ensure that the recycled water meets or 
exceeds all applicable primary and secondary drinking water standards and poses no significant 
threat to public health. 
 

(b) Hold at least three duly noticed public hearings in the area where the recycled water is 
proposed to be used or supplied for human consumption to receive public testimony on that 
proposed use. The department shall make available to the public, not less than10 days prior to the 
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date of the first hearing held pursuant to this subdivision, the evaluations and findings made 
pursuant to subdivision (a). 

 
 

Chapter 5. Water Equipment and Control 
Article 2. Cross-Connection Control by Water Users  
§116800. Control of users 
Local health officers may maintain programs for the control of cross-connections by water users, 
within the users' premises, where public exposure to drinking water contaminated by backflow 
may occur. The programs may include inspections within water users premises for the purpose of 
identifying cross-connection hazards and determining appropriate backflow protection. Water 
users shall comply with all orders, instructions, regulations, and notices from the local health 
officer with respect to the installation, testing, and maintenance of backflow prevention devices. 
The local health officer may collect fees from those water users subject to inspection to offset the 
costs of implementing cross-connection control programs. 
 
§116805. Fees 

(a) Local health officers may maintain programs, in cooperation with water suppliers, to 
protect against backflow through service connections into the public water supply, and, with the 
consent of the water supplier, may collect fees from the water supplier to offset the costs of 
implementing these programs. 

 
(b) The fees authorized under this section and under Section 116800 shall be limited to the 

costs of administering these programs. At the discretion of the water supplier, the fees collected 
from the water supplier by the local health officer may be passed through to water users. 

 
(c) Programs authorized under this section and Section 116800 shall be conducted in 

accordance with backflow protection regulations adopted by the department. 
 
(d) Nothing in this article shall prevent a water supplier from directly charging those water 

users required to install backflow prevention devices for the costs of the programs authorized in 
this section and Section 116800. 

 
§116810. Certification of device testers 
To assure that testing and maintenance of backflow prevention devices are performed by persons 
qualified to do testing and maintenance, local health officers may maintain programs for 
certification of backflow prevention device testers. The local health officer may suspend, revoke, 
or refuse to renew the certificate of a tester, if, after a hearing before the local health officer or 
his or her designee, the local health officer or his or her designee finds that the tester has 
practiced fraud or deception or has displayed gross negligence or misconduct in the performance 
of his or her duties as a certified backflow prevention device tester. The local health officer may 
collect fees from certified testers to offset the cost of the certification program provided pursuant 
to this section. The certification standards shall be consistent with the backflow protection 
regulations adopted by the department. 
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§116815. Purple pipe for recycled water 

(a) All pipes installed above or below the ground, on and after June 1, 1993, that are designed 
to carry recycled water, shall be colored purple or distinctively wrapped with purple tape. 

 
(b) Subdivision (a) shall apply only in areas served by a water supplier delivering water for 

municipal and industrial purposes, and in no event shall apply to any of the following: 
(1) Municipal or industrial facilities that have established a labeling or marking system 

for recycled water on their premises, as otherwise required by a local agency, that clearly 
distinguishes recycled water from potable water. 

(2) Water delivered for agricultural use. 
 

(c) For purposes of this section, "recycled water" has the same meaning as defined in 
subdivision (n) of Section 13050 of the Water Code. 

 
§116820. Violations 
Any person who violates any provision of this article, violates any order of the local health 
officer pursuant to this article, or knowingly files a false statement or report required by the local 
health officer pursuant to this article is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not 
exceeding five hundred dollars ($500) or by imprisonment not exceeding 30 days in the county 
jail or by both such fine and imprisonment. Each day of a violation of any provision of this 
article or of any order of the local health officer beyond the time stated for compliance of the 
order shall be a separate offense. 
 
 
WATER CODE 
DIVISION 6. CONSERVATION, DEVELOPMENT, AND UTILIZATION OF 
STATE WATER RESOURCES 
Part 2.6. Urban Water Management Planning 
Chapter 1. General Declaration and Policy 
§10610. Urban Water Management Planning Act 
This part shall be known and may be cited as the "Urban Water Management Planning Act." 
 
§10610.2. Legislative Findings 

(a) The Legislature finds and declares all of the following: 
(1) The waters of the state are a limited and renewable resource subject to ever-increasing 

demands. 
(2) The conservation and efficient use of urban water supplies are of statewide concern; 

however, the planning for that use and the implementation of those plans can best be 
accomplished at the local level. 

(3) A long-term, reliable supply of water is essential to protect the productivity of 
California's businesses and economic climate. 
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(4) As part of its long-range planning activities, every urban water supplier should make 
every effort to ensure the appropriate level of reliability in its water service sufficient to meet the 
needs of its various categories of customers during normal, dry, and multiple dry water years. 

(5) Public health issues have been raised over a number of contaminants that have been 
identified in certain local and imported water supplies. 

(6) Implementing effective water management strategies, including groundwater storage 
projects and recycled water projects, may require specific water quality and salinity targets for 
meeting groundwater basins water quality objectives and promoting beneficial use of recycled 
water. 

(7) Water quality regulations are becoming an increasingly important factor in water 
agencies' selection of raw water sources, treatment alternatives, and modifications to existing 
treatment facilities. 

(8) Changes in drinking water quality standards may also impact the usefulness of water 
supplies and may ultimately impact supply reliability. 

(9) The quality of source supplies can have a significant impact on water management 
strategies and supply reliability. 
 

(b) This part is intended to provide assistance to water agencies in carrying out their long-
term resource planning responsibilities to ensure adequate water supplies to meet existing and 
future demands for water. 

 
§10610.4. Legislative Findings 
The Legislature finds and declares that it is the policy of the state as follows: 

(a) The management of urban water demands and efficient use of water shall be actively 
pursued to protect both the people of the state and their water resources. 
 

(b) The management of urban water demands and efficient use of urban water supplies shall 
be a guiding criterion in public decisions. 

 
(c) Urban water suppliers shall be required to develop water management plans to actively 

pursue the efficient use of available supplies. 
 

Chapter 2. Definitions 
§10611. Definitions 
Unless the context otherwise requires, the definitions of this chapter govern the construction of 
this part. 
 
§10611.5. Demand management 
"Demand management" means those water conservation measures, programs, and incentives that 
prevent the waste of water and promote the reasonable and efficient use and reuse of available 
supplies. 
 

Last updated January 1, 2011 
California Department of Public Health’s Recycled Water-Related Statutes 



NOTE:  This publication is meant to be an aid to the staff of the CDPH Drinking Water Program and 
cannot be relied upon by the regulated community as the State of California’s representation of the law.  
The published codes are the only official representation of the law.  

 

12 

§10612. Customer 
"Customer" means a purchaser of water from a water supplier who uses the water for municipal 
purposes, including residential, commercial, governmental, and industrial uses. 
 
§10613. Efficient use 
"Efficient use" means those management measures that result in the most effective use of water 
so as to prevent its waste or unreasonable use or unreasonable method of use. 
 
§10614. Person 
"Person" means any individual, firm, association, organization, partnership, business, trust, 
corporation, company, public agency, or any agency of such an entity. 
 
§10615. Plan 
"Plan" means an urban water management plan prepared pursuant to this part.  A plan shall 
describe and evaluate sources of supply, reasonable and practical efficient uses, reclamation and 
demand management activities.  The components of the plan may vary according to an 
individual community or area's characteristics and its capabilities to efficiently use and conserve 
water.  The plan shall address measures for residential, commercial, governmental, and industrial 
water demand management as set forth in Article 2 (commencing with Section 10630) of 
Chapter 3.  In addition, a strategy and time schedule for implementation shall be included in the 
plan. 
 
§10616. Public agency 
"Public agency" means any board, commission, county, city and county, city, regional agency, 
district, or other public entity. 
 
§10616.5. Recycled water 
"Recycled water" means the reclamation and reuse of wastewater for beneficial use. 
 
§10617. Urban water supplier 
"Urban water supplier" means a supplier, either publicly or privately owned, providing water for 
municipal purposes either directly or indirectly to more than 3,000 customers or supplying more 
than 3,000 acre-feet of water annually.  An urban water supplier includes a supplier or contractor 
for water, regardless of the basis of right, which distributes or sells for ultimate resale to 
customers.  This part applies only to water supplied from public water systems subject to Chapter 
4 (commencing with Section 116275) of Part 12 of Division 104 of the Health and Safety Code. 
 
 
Chapter 3. Urban Water Management Plans 
Article 1. General Provisions 
§10620. Requirement for Urban Water Management Plan 

(a) Every urban water supplier shall prepare and adopt an urban water management plan in 
the manner set forth in Article 3 (commencing with Section 10640). 
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(b) Every person that becomes an urban water supplier shall adopt an urban water 

management plan within one year after it has become an urban water supplier. 
 
(c) An urban water supplier indirectly providing water shall not include planning elements in 

its water management plan as provided in Article 2 (commencing with Section 10630) that 
would be applicable to urban water suppliers or public agencies directly providing water, or to 
their customers, without the consent of those suppliers or public agencies. 
 

(d) 
(1) An urban water supplier may satisfy the requirements of this part by participation in 

areawide, regional, watershed, or basinwide urban water management planning where those 
plans will reduce preparation costs and contribute to the achievement of conservation and 
efficient water use. 

(2) Each urban water supplier shall coordinate the preparation of its plan with other 
appropriate agencies in the area, including other water suppliers that share a common source, 
water management agencies, and relevant public agencies, to the extent practicable. 
 

(e) The urban water supplier may prepare the plan with its own staff, by contract, or in 
cooperation with other governmental agencies. 
 

(f) An urban water supplier shall describe in the plan water management tools and options 
used by that entity that will maximize resources and minimize the need to import water from 
other regions. 

 
§10621. Plan Updates 

(a) Each urban water supplier shall update its plan at least once every five years on or before 
December 31, in years ending in five and zero. 
 

(b) Every urban water supplier required to prepare a plan pursuant to this part shall, at least 
60 days prior to the public hearing on the plan required by Section 10642, notify any city or 
county within which the supplier provides water supplies that the urban water supplier will be 
reviewing the plan and considering amendments or changes to the plan. The urban water supplier 
may consult with, and obtain comments from, any city or county that receives notice pursuant to 
this subdivision. 
 

(c) The amendments to, or changes in, the plan shall be adopted and filed in the manner set 
forth in Article 3 (commencing with Section 10640). 
 

Article 2. Contents of Plans 
§10630. Legislative intent 
It is the intention of the Legislature, in enacting this part, to permit levels of water management 
planning commensurate with the numbers of customers served and the volume of water supplied. 
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§10631. Requirements for plan 
A plan shall be adopted in accordance with this chapter and shall do all of the following: 

(a) Describe the service area of the supplier, including current and projected population, 
climate, and other demographic factors affecting the supplier's water management planning. The 
projected population estimates shall be based upon data from the state, regional, or local service 
agency population projections within the service area of the urban water supplier and shall be in 
five-year increments to 20 years or as far as data is available. 
 

(b) Identify and quantify, to the extent practicable, the existing and planned sources of water 
available to the supplier over the same five-year increments described in subdivision (a). If 
groundwater is identified as an existing or planned source of water available to the supplier, all 
of the following information shall be included in the plan: 

(1) A copy of any groundwater management plan adopted by the urban water supplier, 
including plans adopted pursuant to Part 2.75 (commencing with Section 10750), or any other 
specific authorization for groundwater management. 

(2) A description of any groundwater basin or basins from which the urban water supplier 
pumps groundwater. For those basins for which a court or the board has adjudicated the rights to 
pump groundwater, a copy of the order or decree adopted by the court or the board and a 
description of the amount of groundwater the urban water supplier has the legal right to pump 
under the order or decree. For basins that have not been adjudicated, information as to whether 
the department has identified the basin or basins as overdrafted or has projected that the basin 
will become overdrafted if present management conditions continue, in the most current official 
departmental bulletin that characterizes the condition of the groundwater basin, and a detailed 
description of the efforts being undertaken by the urban water supplier to eliminate the long-term 
overdraft condition. 

(3) A detailed description and analysis of the location, amount, and sufficiency of 
groundwater pumped by the urban water supplier for the past five years. The description and 
analysis shall be based on information that is reasonably available, including, but not limited to, 
historic use records. 

(4) A detailed description and analysis of the amount and location of groundwater that is 
projected to be pumped by the urban water supplier. The description and analysis shall be based 
on information that is reasonably available, including, but not limited to, historic use records. 
 

(c) 
(1) Describe the reliability of the water supply and vulnerability to seasonal or climatic 

shortage, to the extent practicable, and provide data for each of the following: 
(A) An average water year. 
(B) A single dry water year. 
(C) Multiple dry water years. 

(2) For any water source that may not be available at a consistent level of use, given 
specific legal, environmental, water quality, or climatic factors, describe plans to supplement or 
replace that source with alternative sources or water demand management measures, to the extent 
practicable. 
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(d) Describe the opportunities for exchanges or transfers of water on a short-term or long-
term basis. 
 

(e) 
(1) Quantify, to the extent records are available, past and current water use, over the same 

five-year increments described in subdivision (a), and projected water use, identifying the uses 
among water use sectors, including, but not necessarily limited to, all of the following uses: 

(A) Single-family residential. 
(B) Multifamily. 
(C) Commercial. 
(D) Industrial. 
(E) Institutional and governmental. 
(F) Landscape. 
(G) Sales to other agencies. 
(H) Saline water intrusion barriers, groundwater recharge, or conjunctive use, or any 

combination thereof. 
(I) Agricultural. 

(2) The water use projections shall be in the same five-year increments described in 
subdivision (a). 
 

(f) Provide a description of the supplier's water demand management measures. This 
description shall include all of the following: 

(1) A description of each water demand management measure that is currently being 
implemented, or scheduled for implementation, including the steps necessary to implement any 
proposed measures, including, but not limited to, all of the following: 

(A) Water survey programs for single-family residential and multifamily residential 
customers. 

(B) Residential plumbing retrofit. 
(C) System water audits, leak detection, and repair. 
(D) Metering with commodity rates for all new connections and retrofit of existing 

connections. 
(E) Large landscape conservation programs and incentives. 
(F) High-efficiency washing machine rebate programs. 
(G) Public information programs. 
(H) School education programs. 
(I) Conservation programs for commercial, industrial, and institutional accounts. 
(J) Wholesale agency programs. 
(K) Conservation pricing. 
(L) Water conservation coordinator. 
(M) Water waste prohibition. 
(N) Residential ultra-low-flush toilet replacement programs. 

(2) A schedule of implementation for all water demand management measures proposed 
or described in the plan. 
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(3) A description of the methods, if any, that the supplier will use to evaluate the 
effectiveness of water demand management measures implemented or described under the plan. 

(4) An estimate, if available, of existing conservation savings on water use within the 
supplier's service area, and the effect of the savings on the supplier's ability to further reduce 
demand. 
 

(g) An evaluation of each water demand management measure listed in paragraph (1) of 
subdivision (f) that is not currently being implemented or scheduled for implementation. In the 
course of the evaluation, first consideration shall be given to water demand management 
measures, or combination of measures, that offer lower incremental costs than expanded or 
additional water supplies. This evaluation shall do all of the following: 

(1) Take into account economic and noneconomic factors, including environmental, 
social, health, customer impact, and technological factors. 

(2) Include a cost-benefit analysis, identifying total benefits and total costs. 
(3) Include a description of funding available to implement any planned water supply 

project that would provide water at a higher unit cost. 
(4) Include a description of the water supplier's legal authority to implement the measure 

and efforts to work with other relevant agencies to ensure the implementation of the measure and 
to share the cost of implementation. 
 

(h) Include a description of all water supply projects and water supply programs that may be 
undertaken by the urban water supplier to meet the total projected water use as established 
pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 10635.  The urban water supplier shall include a detailed 
description of expected future projects and programs, other than the demand management 
programs identified pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision (f), that the urban water supplier 
may implement to increase the amount of the water supply available to the urban water supplier 
in average, single-dry, and multiple-dry water years. The description shall identify specific 
projects and include a description of the increase in water supply that is expected to be available 
from each project. The description shall include an estimate with regard to the implementation 
timeline for each project or program. 

 
(i) Describe the opportunities for development of desalinated water, including, but not 

limited to, ocean water, brackish water, and groundwater, as a long-term supply. 
 
(j) Urban water suppliers that are members of the California Urban Water Conservation 

Council and submit annual reports to that council in accordance with the "Memorandum of 
Understanding Regarding Urban Water Conservation in California," dated September 1991, may 
submit the annual reports identifying water demand management measures currently being 
implemented, or scheduled for implementation, to satisfy the requirements of subdivisions (f) 
and (g). 

 
(k) Urban water suppliers that rely upon a wholesale agency for a source of water shall 

provide the wholesale agency with water use projections from that agency for that source of 
water in five-year increments to 20 years or as far as data is available. The wholesale agency 
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shall provide information to the urban water supplier for inclusion in the urban water supplier's 
plan that identifies and quantifies, to the extent practicable, the existing and planned sources of 
water as required by subdivision (b), available from the wholesale agency to the urban water 
supplier over the same five-year increments, and during various water-year types in accordance 
with subdivision (c). An urban water supplier may rely upon water supply information provided 
by the wholesale agency in fulfilling the plan informational requirements of subdivisions (b) and 
(c). 

 
§10631.1. Water Use Projections 

(a) The water use projections required by Section 10631 shall include projected water use for 
single-family and multifamily residential housing needed for lower income households, as 
defined in Section 50079.5 of the Health and Safety Code, as identified in the housing element of 
any city, county, or city and county in the service area of the supplier. 

 
(b) It is the intent of the Legislature that the identification of projected water use for single-

family and multifamily residential housing for lower income households will assist a supplier in 
complying with the requirement under Section 65589.7 of the Government Code to grant a 
priority for the provision of service to housing units affordable to lower income households. 
 
§10631.5. Grants and Loans 

(a) 
(1) Beginning January 1, 2009, the terms of, and eligibility for, a water management 

grant or loan made to an urban water supplier and awarded or administered by the department, 
state board, or California Bay-Delta Authority or its successor agency shall be conditioned on the 
implementation of the water demand management measures described in Section 10631, as 
determined by the department pursuant to subdivision (b). 

(2) For the purposes of this section, water management grants and loans include funding 
for programs and projects for surface water or groundwater storage, recycling, desalination, 
water conservation, water supply reliability, and water supply augmentation. This funding 
includes, but is not limited to, funds made available pursuant to Section 75026 of the Public 
Resources Code. 

(3) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), the department shall determine that an urban water 
supplier is eligible for a water management grant or loan even though the supplier is not 
implementing all of the water demand management measures described in Section 10631, if the 
urban water supplier has submitted to the department for approval a schedule, financing plan, 
and budget, to be included in the grant or loan agreement, for implementation of the water 
demand management measures. The supplier may request grant or loan funds to implement the 
water demand management measures to the extent the request is consistent with the eligibility 
requirements applicable to the water management funds. 

(4) 
(A) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), the department shall determine that an urban 

water supplier is eligible for a water management grant or loan even though the supplier is not 
implementing all of the water demand management measures described in Section 10631, if an 
urban water supplier submits to the department for approval documentation demonstrating that a 
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water demand management measure is not locally cost effective. If the department determines 
that the documentation submitted by the urban water supplier fails to demonstrate that a water 
demand management measure is not locally cost effective, the department shall notify the urban 
water supplier and the agency administering the grant or loan program within 120 days that the 
documentation does not satisfy the requirements for an exemption, and include in that 
notification a detailed statement to support the determination. 

(B) For purposes of this paragraph, "not locally cost effective" means that the present 
value of the local benefits of implementing a water demand management measure is less than the 
present value of the local costs of implementing that measure. 
 

(b) 
(1) The department, in consultation with the state board and the California Bay-Delta 

Authority or its successor agency, and after soliciting public comment regarding eligibility 
requirements, shall develop eligibility requirements to implement the requirement of paragraph 
(1) of subdivision (a). In establishing these eligibility requirements, the department shall do both 
of the following: 

(A) Consider the conservation measures described in the Memorandum of 
Understanding Regarding Urban Water Conservation in California, and alternative conservation 
approaches that provide equal or greater water savings. 

(B) Recognize the different legal, technical, fiscal, and practical roles and 
responsibilities of wholesale water suppliers and retail water suppliers. 

(2) 
(A) For the purposes of this section, the department shalldetermine whether an urban 

water supplier is implementing all of the water demand management measures described in 
Section 10631 based on either, or a combination, of the following: 

(i) Compliance on an individual basis. 
(ii) Compliance on a regional basis. Regional compliance shall require 

participation in a regional conservation program consisting of two or more urban water suppliers 
that achieves the level of conservation or water efficiency savings equivalent to the amount of 
conservation or savings achieved if each of the participating urban water suppliers implemented 
the water demand management measures. The urban water supplier administering the regional 
program shall provide participating urban water suppliers and the department with data to 
demonstrate that the regional program is consistent with this clause. The department shall review 
the data to determine whether the urban water suppliers in the regional program are meeting the 
eligibility requirements. 

(B) The department may require additional information for any determination 
pursuant to this section. 

(3) The department shall not deny eligibility to an urban water supplier in compliance 
with the requirements of this section that is participating in a multiagency water project, or an 
integrated regional water management plan, developed pursuant to Section 75026 of the Public 
Resources Code, solely on the basis that one or more of the agencies participating in the project 
or plan is not implementing all of the water demand management measures described in Section 
10631. 
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(c) In establishing guidelines pursuant to the specific funding authorization for any water 
management grant or loan program subject to this section, the agency administering the grant or 
loan program shall include in the guidelines the eligibility requirements developed by the 
department pursuant to subdivision (b). 

 
(d) Upon receipt of a water management grant or loan application by an agency 

administering a grant and loan program subject to this section, the agency shall request an 
eligibility determination from the department with respect to the requirements of this section. 
The department shall respond to the request within 60 days of the request. 

 
(e) The urban water supplier may submit to the department copies of its annual reports and 

other relevant documents to assist the department in determining whether the urban water 
supplier is implementing or scheduling the implementation of water demand management 
activities. In addition, for urban water suppliers that are signatories to the Memorandum of 
Understanding Regarding Urban Water Conservation in California and submit biennial reports to 
the California Urban Water Conservation Council in accordance with the memorandum, the 
department may use these reports to assist in tracking the implementation of water demand 
management measures. 
 
§10631.7. Independent Technical Panel 
The department, in consultation with the California Urban Water Conservation Council, shall 
convene an independent technical panel to provide information and recommendations to the 
department and the Legislature on new demand management measures, technologies, and 
approaches. The panel shall consist of no more than seven members, who shall be selected by the 
department to reflect a balanced representation of experts. The panel shall have at least one, but 
no more than two, representatives from each of the following: retail water suppliers, 
environmental organizations, the business community, wholesale water suppliers, and academia. 
The panel shall be convened by January 1, 2009, and shall report to the Legislature no later than 
January 1, 2010, and every five years thereafter. The department shall review the panel report 
and include in the final report to the Legislature the department's recommendations and 
comments regarding the panel process and the panel's recommendations. 
 
§10632. Water Shortage Contingency 
The plan shall provide an urban water shortage contingency analysis which includes each of the 
following elements which are within the authority of the urban water supplier: 

(a) Stages of action to be undertaken by the urban water supplier in response to water supply 
shortages, including up to a 50 percent reduction in water supply, and an outline of specific water 
supply conditions which are applicable to each stage. 
 

(b) An estimate of the minimum water supply available during each of the next three water 
years based on the driest three-year historic sequence for the agency's water supply. 
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(c) Actions to be undertaken by the urban water supplier to prepare for, and implement 
during, a catastrophic interruption of water supplies including, but not limited to, a regional 
power outage, an earthquake, or other disaster. 

 
(d) Additional, mandatory prohibitions against specific water use practices during water 

shortages, including, but not limited to, prohibiting the use of potable water for street cleaning. 
 

(e) Consumption reduction methods in the most restrictive stages. Each urban water supplier 
may use any type of consumption reduction methods in its water shortage contingency analysis 
that would reduce water use, are appropriate for its area, and have the ability to achieve a water 
use reduction consistent with up to a 50 percent reduction in water supply. 

 
(f) Penalties or charges for excessive use, where applicable. 
 
(g) An analysis of the impacts of each of the actions and conditions described in subdivisions 

(a) to (f), inclusive, on the revenues and expenditures of the urban water supplier, and proposed 
measures to overcome those impacts, such as the development of reserves and rate adjustments. 

 
(h) A draft water shortage contingency resolution or ordinance. 
 
(i) A mechanism for determining actual reductions in water use pursuant to the urban water 

shortage contingency analysis. 
 

§10633. Information on recycled water 
The plan shall provide, to the extent available, information on recycled water and its potential for 
use as a water source in the service area of the urban water supplier.  The preparation of the plan 
shall be coordinated with local water, wastewater, groundwater, and planning agencies that 
operate within the supplier's service area, and shall include all of the following: 

(a) A description of the wastewater collection and treatment systems in the supplier's service 
area, including a quantification of the amount of wastewater collected and treated and the 
methods of wastewater disposal. 
 

(b) A description of the quantity of treated wastewater that meets recycled water standards, is 
being discharged, and is otherwise available for use in a recycled water project. 

 
(c) A description of the recycled water currently being used in the supplier's service area, 

including, but not limited to, the type, place, and quantity of use. 
 
(d) A description and quantification of the potential uses of recycled water, including, but not 

limited to, agricultural irrigation, landscape irrigation, wildlife habitat enhancement, wetlands, 
industrial reuse, groundwater recharge, and other appropriate uses, and a determination with 
regard to the technical and economic feasibility of serving those uses. 
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(e) The projected use of recycled water within the supplier's service area at the end of 5, 10, 
15, and 20 years, and a description of the actual use of recycled water in comparison to uses 
previously projected pursuant to this subdivision. 

 
(f) A description of actions, including financial incentives, which may be taken to encourage 

the use of recycled water, and the projected results of these actions in terms of acre-feet of 
recycled water used per year. 

 
(g) A plan for optimizing the use of recycled water in the supplier's service area, including 

actions to facilitate the installation of dual distribution systems, to promote recirculating uses, to 
facilitate the increased use of treated wastewater that meets recycled water standards, and to 
overcome any obstacles to achieving that increased use. 

 
§10634. Quantity of Sources 
The plan shall include information, to the extent practicable, relating to the quality of existing 
sources of water available to the supplier over the same five-year increments as described in 
subdivision (a) of Section 10631, and the manner in which water quality affects water 
management strategies and supply reliability. 
 
 
Article 2.5 Water Service Reliability 
§10635. Assessment of water reliability 

(a) Every urban water supplier shall include, as part of its urban water management plan, an 
assessment of the reliability of its water service to its customers during normal, dry, and multiple 
dry water years.  This water supply and demand assessment shall compare the total water supply 
sources available to the water supplier with the total projected water use over the next 20 years, 
in five-year increments, for a normal water year, a single dry water year, and multiple dry water 
years.  The water service reliability assessment shall be based upon the information compiled 
pursuant to Section 10631, including available data from state, regional, or local agency 
population projections within the service area of the urban water supplier. 

 
(b) The urban water supplier shall provide that portion of its urban water management plan 

prepared pursuant to this article to any city or county within which it provides water supplies no 
later than 60 days after the submission of its urban water management plan. 

 
(c) Nothing in this article is intended to create a right or entitlement to water service or any 

specific level of water service. 
 
(d) Nothing in this article is intended to change existing law concerning an urban water 

supplier's obligation to provide water service to its existing customers or to any potential future 
customers. 
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Article 3. Adoption and Implementation of Plans 
§10640. Requirements for urban water supplier 
Every urban water supplier required to prepare a plan pursuant to this part shall prepare its plan 
pursuant to Article 2 (commencing with Section 10630).   
The supplier shall likewise periodically review the plan as required by Section 10621, and any 
amendments or changes required as a result of that review shall be adopted pursuant to this 
article. 
 
§10641. Consultation with agencies 
An urban water supplier required to prepare a plan may consult with, and obtain comments from, 
any public agency or state agency or any person who has special expertise with respect to water 
demand management methods and techniques. 
 
§10642. Encouraging community participation 
Each urban water supplier shall encourage the active involvement of diverse social, cultural, and 
economic elements of the population within the service area prior to and during the preparation 
of the plan.  Prior to adopting a plan, the urban water supplier shall make the plan available for 
public inspection and shall hold a public hearing thereon.  Prior to the hearing, notice of the time 
and place of hearing shall be published within the jurisdiction of the publicly owned water 
supplier pursuant to Section 6066 of the Government Code.  The urban water supplier shall 
provide notice of the time and place of hearing to any city or county within which the supplier 
provides water supplies. A privately owned water supplier shall provide an equivalent notice 
within its service area. After the hearing, the plan shall be adopted as prepared or as modified 
after the hearing. 
 
§10643. Implementation 
An urban water supplier shall implement its plan adopted pursuant to this chapter in accordance 
with the schedule set forth in its plan. 
 
§10644. Submission of plan 

(a) An urban water supplier shall submit to the department, the California State Library, and 
any city or county within which the supplier provides water supplies a copy of its plan no later 
than 30 days after adoption. Copies of amendments or changes to the plans shall be submitted to 
the department, the California State Library, and any city or county within which the supplier 
provides water supplies within 30 days after adoption. 

 
(b) The department shall prepare and submit to the Legislature, on or before December 31, in 

the years ending in six and one, a report summarizing the status of the plans adopted pursuant to 
this part. The report prepared by the department shall identify the exemplary elements of the 
individual plans. The department shall provide a copy of the report to each urban water supplier 
that has submitted its plan to the department.  The department shall also prepare reports and 
provide data for any legislative hearings designed to consider the effectiveness of plans 
submitted pursuant to this part. 
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(c) 
(1) For the purpose of identifying the exemplary elements of the individual plans, the 

department shall identify in the report those water demand management measures adopted and 
implemented by specific urban water suppliers, and identified pursuant to Section 10631, that 
achieve water savings significantly above the levels established by the department to meet the 
requirements of Section 10631.5. 

(2) The department shall distribute to the panel convened pursuant to Section 10631.7 the 
results achieved by the implementation of those water demand management measures described 
in paragraph (1). 

(3) The department shall make available to the public the standard the department will 
use to identify exemplary water demand management measures. 

 
§10645. Availability for public review. 
Not later than 30 days after filing a copy of its plan with the department, the urban water supplier 
and the department shall make the plan available for public review during normal business hours. 
 
Chapter 4. Miscellaneous Provisions 
§10650. Commencement of actions 
Any actions or proceedings to attack, review, set aside, void, or annul the acts or decisions of an 
urban water supplier on the grounds of noncompliance with this part shall be commenced as 
follows: 

(a) An action or proceeding alleging failure to adopt a plan shall be commenced within 18 
months after that adoption is required by this part. 
 

(b) Any action or proceeding alleging that a plan, or action taken pursuant to the plan, does 
not comply with this part shall be commenced within 90 days after filing of the plan or 
amendment thereto pursuant to Section 10644 or the taking of that action. 

 
§10651. Extent of actions 
In any action or proceeding to attack, review, set aside, void, or annul a plan, or an action taken 
pursuant to the plan by an urban water supplier on the grounds of noncompliance with this part, 
the inquiry shall extend only to whether there was a prejudicial abuse of discretion.  Abuse of 
discretion is established if the supplier has not proceeded in a manner required by law or if the 
action by the water supplier is not supported by substantial evidence. 
 
§10652. CEQA Exemption 
The California Environmental Quality Act (Division 13) (commencing with Section 21000) of 
the Public Resources Code) does not apply to the preparation and adoption of plans pursuant to 
this part or to the implementation of actions taken pursuant to Section 10632.  Nothing in this 
part shall be interpreted as exempting from the California Environmental Quality Act any project 
that would significantly affect water supplies for fish and wildlife, or any project for 
implementation of the plan, other than projects implementing Section 10632, or any project for 
expanded or additional water supplies. 
 

Last updated January 1, 2011 
California Department of Public Health’s Recycled Water-Related Statutes 



NOTE:  This publication is meant to be an aid to the staff of the CDPH Drinking Water Program and 
cannot be relied upon by the regulated community as the State of California’s representation of the law.  
The published codes are the only official representation of the law.  

 

24 

§10653. Adoption of Plan and legal requirements  
The adoption of a plan shall satisfy any requirements of state law, regulation, or order, including 
those of the State Water Resources Control Board and the Public Utilities Commission, for the 
preparation of water management plans or conservation plans; provided, that if the State Water 
Resources Control Board or the Public Utilities Commission requires additional information 
concerning water conservation to implement its existing authority, nothing in this part shall be 
deemed to limit the board or the commission in obtaining that information.  The requirements of 
this part shall be satisfied by any urban water demand management plan prepared to meet federal 
laws or regulations after the effective date of this part, and which substantially meets the 
requirements of this part, or by any existing urban water management plan which includes the 
contents of a plan required under this part. 
 
§10654. Cost recovery. 
An urban water supplier may recover in its rates the costs incurred in preparing its plan and 
implementing the reasonable water conservation measures included in the plan.  Any best water 
management practice that is included in the plan that is identified in the "Memorandum of 
Understanding Regarding Urban Water Conservation in California" is deemed to be reasonable 
for the purposes of this section. 
 
§10655. Invalidation of any provisions 
If any provision of this part or the application thereof to any person or circumstances is held 
invalid, that invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of this part which can be 
given effect without the invalid provision or application thereof, and to this end the provisions of 
this part are severable. 
 
§10656. Failure to produce a plan 
An urban water supplier that does not prepare, adopt, and submit its urban water management 
plan to the department in accordance with this part, is ineligible to receive funding pursuant to 
Division 24 (commencing with Section 78500) or Division 26 (commencing with Section 
79000), or receive drought assistance from the state until the urban water management plan is 
submitted pursuant to this article. 
 
 
DIVISION 7. WATER QUALITY 
Chapter 2. Definitions 
§13050. Terms used in this division 
As used in this division: 

(a) "State board" means the State Water Resources Control Board. 
 
(b) "Regional board" means any California regional water quality control board for a region 

as specified in Section 13200. 
 
(c) "Person" includes any city, county, district, the state, and the United States, to the extent 

authorized by federal law. 
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(d) "Waste" includes sewage and any and all other waste substances, liquid, solid, gaseous, or 

radioactive, associated with human habitation, or of human or animal origin, or from any 
producing, manufacturing, or processing operation, including waste placed within containers of 
whatever nature prior to, and for purposes of, disposal. 

 
(e) "Waters of the state" means any surface water or groundwater, including saline waters, 

within the boundaries of the state. 
 

(f) "Beneficial uses" of the waters of the state that may be protected against quality 
degradation include, but are not limited to, domestic, municipal, agricultural and industrial 
supply; power generation; recreation; aesthetic enjoyment; navigation; and preservation and 
enhancement of fish, wildlife, and other aquatic resources or preserves. 

 
(g) "Quality of the water" refers to chemical, physical, biological, bacteriological, 

radiological, and other properties and characteristics of water which affect its use. 
 
(h) "Water quality objectives" means the limits or levels of water quality constituents or 

characteristics which are established for the reasonable protection of beneficial uses of water or 
the prevention of nuisance within a specific area. 

 
(i) "Water quality control" means the regulation of any activity or factor which may affect the 

quality of the waters of the state and includes the prevention and correction of water pollution 
and nuisance. 

 
(j) "Water quality control plan" consists of a designation or establishment for the waters 

within a specified area of all of the following: 
(1) Beneficial uses to be protected. 
(2) Water quality objectives. 
(3) A program of implementation needed for achieving water quality objectives. 

 
(k) "Contamination" means an impairment of the quality of the waters of the state by waste to 

a degree which creates a hazard to the public health through poisoning or through the spread of 
disease. "Contamination" includes any equivalent effect resulting from the disposal of waste, 
whether or not waters of the state are affected. 
 

(l) 
(1) "Pollution" means an alteration of the quality of the waters of the state by waste to a 

degree which unreasonably affects either of the following: 
(A) The waters for beneficial uses. 
(B) Facilities which serve these beneficial uses. 

(2) "Pollution" may include "contamination." 
 

(m) "Nuisance" means anything which meets all of the following requirements: 
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(1) Is injurious to health, or is indecent or offensive to the senses, or an obstruction to the 
free use of property, so as to interfere with the comfortable enjoyment of life or property. 

(2) Affects at the same time an entire community or neighborhood, or any considerable 
number of persons, although the extent of the annoyance or damage inflicted upon individuals 
may be unequal. 

(3) Occurs during, or as a result of, the treatment or disposal of wastes. 
 

(n) "Recycled water" means water which, as a result of treatment of waste, is suitable for a 
direct beneficial use or a controlled use that would not otherwise occur and is therefore 
considered a valuable resource. 

 
(o) "Citizen or domiciliary" of the state includes a foreign corporation having substantial 

business contacts in the state or which is subject to service of process in this state. 
 

(p) 
(1) "Hazardous substance" means either of the following: 

(A) For discharge to surface waters, any substance determined to be a hazardous 
substance pursuant to Section 311(b)(2) of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 
Sec. 1251 et seq.). 

(B) For discharge to groundwater, any substance listed as a hazardous waste or 
hazardous material pursuant to Section 25140 of the Health and Safety Code, without regard to 
whether the substance is intended to be used, reused, or discarded, except that "hazardous 
substance" does not include any substance excluded from Section 311 (b)(2) of the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act because it is within the scope of Section 311(a)(1) of that act. 

(2) "Hazardous substance" does not include any of the following: 
(A) Nontoxic, nonflammable, and noncorrosive stormwater runoff drained from 

underground vaults, chambers, or manholes into gutters or storm sewers. 
(B) Any pesticide which is applied for agricultural purposes or is applied in 

accordance with a cooperative agreement authorized by Section 116180 of the Health and Safety 
Code, and is not discharged accidentally or for purposes of disposal, the application of which is 
in compliance with all applicable state and federal laws and regulations. 

(C) Any discharge to surface water of a quantity less than a reportable quantity as 
determined by regulations issued pursuant to Section 311(b)(4) of the Federal Water Pollution 
Control Act. 

(D) Any discharge to land which results, or probably will result, in a discharge to 
groundwater if the amount of the discharge to land is less than a reportable quantity, as 
determined by regulations adopted pursuant to Section 13271, for substances listed as hazardous 
pursuant to Section 25140 of the Health and Safety Code. No discharge shall be deemed a 
discharge of a reportable quantity until regulations set a reportable quantity for the substance 
discharged. 
 

(q) 
(1) "Mining waste" means all solid, semisolid, and liquid waste materials from the 

extraction, beneficiation, and processing of ores and minerals. Mining waste includes, but is not 
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limited to, soil, waste rock, and overburden, as defined in Section 2732 of the Public Resources 
Code, and tailings, slag, and other processed waste materials, including cementitious materials 
that are managed at the cement manufacturing facility where the materials were generated. 

(2) For the purposes of this subdivision, "cementitious material" means cement, cement 
kiln dust, clinker, and clinker dust. 
 

(r) "Master recycling permit" means a permit issued to a supplier or a distributor, or both, of 
recycled water, that includes waste discharge requirements prescribed pursuant to Section 13263 
and water recycling requirements prescribed pursuant to Section 13523.1. 

 
§13051. Injection well 
As used in this division, "injection well" means any bored, drilled, or driven shaft, dug pit, or 
hole in the ground into which waste or fluid is discharged, and any associated subsurface 
appurtenances, and the depth of which is greater than the circumference of the shaft, pit, or hole. 
 
 
Chapter 3. State Water Quality Control 
Article 4. Other Powers and Duties of the State Board 
§13169. Groundwater protection program 

(a) The state board is authorized to develop and implement a groundwater protection 
program as provided under the Safe Drinking Water Act, Section 300 and following of Title 42 
of the United States Code, and any federal act that amends or supplements the Safe Drinking 
Water Act. The authority of the state board under this section includes, but is not limited to, the 
following: 

(1) To apply for and accept state groundwater protection grants from the federal 
government. 

(2) To take any additional action as may be necessary or appropriate to assure that the 
state's groundwater protection program complies with any federal regulations issued pursuant to 
the Safe Drinking Water Act or any federal act that amends or supplements the Safe Drinking 
Water Act. 
 

(b) Nothing in this section is intended to expand the authority of the state board as authorized 
under the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act (Div. 7 (commencing with Sec. 13000) 
Wat. C.). 
 
§13176. Laboratory analyses 

(a) The analysis of any material required by this division shall be performed by a laboratory 
that has accreditation or certification pursuant to Article 3 (commencing with Section 100825) of 
Chapter 4 of Part 1 of Division 101 of the Health and Safety Code. 

 
(b) A person or public entity of the state shall not contract with a laboratory for 

environmental analyses for which the State Department of Public Health requires accreditation or 
certification pursuant to this chapter, unless the laboratory holds a valid certification or 
accreditation. 
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Chapter 4. Regional Water Quality Control 
Article 4. Waste Discharge Requirements 
§13275. Public water system rights 

(a) Notwithstanding any other law, a public water system regulated by the State Department 
of Public Health shall have the same legal rights and remedies against a responsible party, when 
the water supply used by that public water system is contaminated, as those of a private land 
owner whose groundwater has been contaminated. 

 
(b) For purposes of this section, “responsible party” has the same meaning as defined in 

Section 25323.5 of the Health and Safety Code. 
 
 
Chapter 5. Enforcement and Implementation 
Article 1. Administrative Enforcement and Remedies by the Regional 
Boards 
§13304.1. Discharges of treated groundwater – CDPH role (as amended 
effective January 1, 2011) 

(a) A groundwater cleanup system that commences operation on or after January 1, 2002, and 
that is required to obtain a discharge permit from the regional board pursuant to the regional 
board’s jurisdiction, and that discharges treated groundwater to surface water or groundwater, 
shall treat the groundwater to standards approved by the regional board, consistent with this 
division and taking into account the beneficial uses of the receiving water and the location of the 
discharge and the method by which the discharge takes place. 
 

(b) In making its determination of the applicable water quality standards to be achieved by 
the operator of a groundwater cleanup system that commences operation on or after January 1, 
2002, that draws groundwater from an aquifer that is currently being used, or has been used at 
any time since 1979 as a source of drinking water supply by the owner or operator of a public 
water system, and that discharges treated groundwater to surface water or groundwater from 
which a public water system draws drinking water, the regional board shall consult with the 
affected groundwater management entity, if any, affected public water systems, and the State 
Department of Public Health to ensure that the discharge, spreading, or injection of the treated 
groundwater will not adversely affect the beneficial uses of any groundwater basin or surface 
water body that is or may be used by a public water system for the provision of drinking water. 
 
 
Chapter 6. Financial Assistance 
Article 1. State Water Quality Control Fund 
§13400. Definitions 
As used in this chapter, unless otherwise apparent from the context: 

(a) "Fund" means the State Water Quality Control Fund. 
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(b) "Public agency" means any city, county, city and county, district, or other political 

subdivision of the state. 
 
(c) "Facilities" means: 

(1) facilities for the collection, treatment, or export of waste when necessary to prevent 
water pollution, 

(2) facilities to recycle wastewater and to convey recycled water, 
(3) facilities or devices to conserve water, or 
(4) any combination of the foregoing. 
 

§13401. Fund’s continuing existence 
(a) The State Water Quality Control Fund is continued in existence. The following 

moneys in the fund are appropriated, without regard to fiscal years, for expenditure by the state 
board in making loans to public agencies in accordance with this chapter: 

(1) The balance of the original moneys deposited in the fund. 
(2) Any money repaid to the fund. 
(3) Any remaining balance of the money in the fund deposited therein after the specific 

appropriations for loans to the South Tahoe Public Utility District, the North Tahoe Public 
Utility District, the Tahoe City Public Utility District, the Truckee Sanitary District, and to any 
other governmental entity in the areas served by such districts have been made. 
 

(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), upon the order of the state board, the money in the State 
Water Quality Control Fund shall be transferred to the State Water Pollution Control Revolving 
Fund. 
 
 
Article 2. Loans to Local Agencies 
§13410. Applications 
Applications for construction loans under this chapter shall include: 

(a) A description of the proposed facilities. 
 

(b) A statement of facts showing the necessity for the proposed facilities and showing that 
funds of the public agency are not available for financing such facilities and that the sale of 
revenue or general obligation bonds through private financial institutions is impossible or would 
impose an unreasonable burden on the public agency. 
 

(c) A proposed plan for repaying the loan. 
 

(d) Other information as required by the state board. 
 

§13411. DHS consultation 
Upon a determination by the state board, after consultation with the State Department of Health, 
that 
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(a) the facilities proposed by an applicant are necessary to the health or welfare of the 
inhabitants of the state, 

 
(b) that the proposed facilities meet the needs of the applicant, 
 
(c) that funds of the public agency are not available for financing such facilities and that the 

sale of revenue or general obligation bonds through private financial institutions is impossible or 
would impose an unreasonable burden on the public agency, 

 
(d) that the proposed plan for repayment is feasible, 

 
(e) in the case of facilities proposed under Section 13400(c)(1) that such facilities are 

necessary to prevent water pollution, 
 
(f) in the case of facilities proposed under Section 13400(c)(2) that such facilities will 

produce recycled water and that the public agency has adopted a feasible program for use 
thereof, and 

 
(g) in the case of facilities proposed under Section 13400(c)(3) that such facilities are a cost 

effective means of conserving water, the state board, subject to approval by the Director of 
Finance, may loan to the applicant such sum as it determines is not otherwise available to the 
public agency to construct the proposed facilities. 

 
§13412. Repayment 
No loan shall be made to a public agency unless it executes an agreement with the state board 
under which it agrees to repay the amount of the loan, with interest, within 25 years at 50 percent 
of the average interest rate paid by the state on general obligation bonds sold in the calendar year 
immediately preceding the year in which the loan agreement is executed. 
 
§13413. Construction halted under health department orders 
It is the policy of this state that, in making construction loans under this article, the state board 
should give special consideration to facilities proposed to be constructed by public agencies in 
areas in which further construction of buildings has been halted by order of the State Department 
of Health or a local health department, or both, or notice has been given that such an order is 
being considered; provided, however, that the public agencies designated in this section shall 
otherwise comply with and meet all requirements of other provisions of this chapter. 
 
§13414. Funding monies repaid 
All money received in repayment of loans under this chapter shall be paid to the State Treasurer 
and credited to the fund. 
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§13415. Loans for studies and investigations 
(a) Loans may be made by the state board to public agencies to pay not more than one half of 

the cost of studies and investigations made by such public agencies in connection with waste 
water reclamation. 

 
(b) Not more than a total of two hundred thousand dollars ($200,00) shall be loaned pursuant 

to this section in any fiscal year, and not more than fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) shall be 
loaned to any public agency in any fiscal year pursuant to this section. In the event that less than 
two million dollars ($2,000,000) is available in any fiscal year for loans under this article, then 
not more than 10 percent of the available amount shall be available for loans for studies and 
investigations pursuant to this section. 

 
(c) Applications for such loans shall be made in such form, and shall contain such 

information, as may be required by the state board. 
 
(d) Such loans shall be repaid within a period not to exceed 10 years, with interest at a rate 

established in the manner provided in Section 13412. 
 
§13416. Election required to enter into loan contract 
Before a public agency may enter into a contract with the state board for a construction loan 
under this chapter, the public agency shall hold an election on the proposition of whether or not 
the public agency shall enter into the proposed contract and more than 50 percent of the votes 
cast at such election must be in favor of such proposition. 
 
§13417. Election procedure 
The election shall be held in accordance with the following provisions: 

(a) The procedure for holding an election on the incurring of bonded indebtedness by such 
public agency shall be utilized for an election of the proposed contract as nearly as the same may 
be applicable. Where the law applicable to such agency does not contain such bond election 
procedure, the procedure set forth in the Revenue Bond Law of 1941 (Chapter 6 (commencing 
with Section 54300) Part 1, Division 2, Title 5 of the Government Code), as it may now or 
hereafter be amended, shall be utilized as nearly as the same may be applicable. 

 
(b) No particular form of ballot is required. 

 
(c) The notice of the election shall include a statement of the time and place of the election, 

the purpose of the election, the general purpose of the contract, and the maximum amount of 
money to be borrowed from the state under the contract. 
 

(d) The ballots for the election shall contain a brief statement of the general purpose of the 
contract substantially as stated in the notice of the election, shall state the maximum amount of 
money to be borrowed from the state under the contract, and shall contain the words "Execution 
of contract --Yes" and "Execution of contract--No." 
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(e) The election shall be held in the entire public agency except where the public agency 
proposes to contract with the state board on behalf of a specified portion, or of specified portions 
of the public agency, in which case the election shall be held in such portion or portions of the 
public agency only. 
 
§13418. Tahoe moratorium 
Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter or any other provision of law, including, but not 
limited to, the provisions of Chapter 47 and 137 of the Statutes of 1966, First Extraordinary 
Session, Chapter 1679 of the Statutes of 1967, Chapter 1356 of the Statutes of 1969, and Chapter 
920 of the Statutes of 1970, or the provisions of any existing loan contract entered into pursuant 
to this chapter or any other such provision of law, there shall be a two-year moratorium 
following the effective date of this section on that portion of the principal and interest payments 
otherwise required in repayment of funds heretofore loaned to the North Tahoe Public Utility 
District, the Tahoe City Public Utility District, the South Tahoe Public Utility District, the 
Truckee Sanitary District, the Squaw Valley County Water District, and the Alpine Springs 
County Water District pursuant to this chapter or any act of the Legislature authorizing a state 
loan for the purpose of permitting any such agency to construct necessary sewage and storm 
drainage facilities to prevent and control water pollution in the area served by such agency, equal 
in percentage, as determined by the Department of Finance, to the percentage of property tax 
revenues lost to the agency by reason of the adoption of Article XIIIA of the California 
Constitution, unless moneys are otherwise available for such repayment from state allocations or 
the sale of bonds authorized on or before July 1, 1978, but unissued. The provisions of this 
section do not apply to any sums which are required to be repaid immediately or in accordance 
with an accelerated time schedule pursuant to a duly entered stipulated judgment between the 
State of California and the Tahoe City Public Utility District. Interest on loans shall accrue 
during the moratorium period and be repaid by the recipients of the loans, in addition to the 
normal principal and interest payments. 
 
 
Article 2.5 Local Bonds 
§13425. Applications 
Applications for guarantees for local agency bonds under this chapter shall include: 

(a) A description of the proposed facilities. 
 
(b) A financing plan for the proposed facilities, including the amount of debt and 
maximum term to maturity of the proposed local agency bond issue and identification of 

sources of revenue that will be dedicated to payment of principal and interest on the bonds. 
 
(c) Other information as required by the state board. The state board may provide that the 

application may be combined with applications for any other source of funds administered by the 
state board. 
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§13426. Consultation with CDPH on determinations 
The state board, subject to approval by the Director of Finance, may agree to provide a guarantee 
pursuant to this article for all or a specified part of the proposed local agency bond issue upon 
making, after consultation with the State Department of Public Health, all of the following 
determinations: 

(a) The facilities proposed by an applicant are necessary to the health or welfare of the 
inhabitants of the state and are consistent with water quality control plans adopted by regional 
boards. 

 
(b) The proposed facilities meet the needs of the applicant. 
 
(c) The proposed bond issue and plan repayment are sound and feasible. 
 
(d) In the case of facilities proposed under paragraph (2) of subdivision (c) of Section 13400, 

the facilities will produce recycled water and the applicant has adopted a feasible program for the 
use of the facilities. The state board may adopt criteria for ranking and setting priorities among 
applicants for those guarantees. 
 
§13427. Agreement by applicant 
No guarantee shall be extended to any applicant unless it executes an agreement wit the state 
board under which the applicant agrees to the following provisions: 

(a) To proceed expeditiously with, and complete, the proposed project. 
 
(b) To commence operation of the project on completion, and to properly operate and 

maintain the work in accordance with applicable provisions of law. 
 
(c) To issue bonds and to levy fines, charges, assessments, or taxes to pay the principal of, 

and interest on, the bonds as described in the application. 
 
(d) To diligently and expeditiously collect those levies, including timely exercise of available 

legal remedies in the event of delinquency or default. 
 
(e) To act in accordance with such other provisions as the state board may require. 
 

§13428. Clean Water Bond Guarantee Fund 
Notwithstanding Section 13340 of the Government Code, the money in the Clean Water Bond 
Guarantee Fund, which is hereby created, is continuously appropriated to the state board without 
regard to fiscal years for the purposes of this chapter. 
 
§13429. Investment of money in fund 
Money in the Clean Water Bond Guarantee Fund not needed for making payments on guaranteed 
bonds pursuant to this chapter shall be invested pursuant to law. All proceeds of the investment 
shall be deposited in that fund to the extent permitted by federal law. 
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§13430. Limitation on authorization to guarantee bonds 
The state board's authorization to guarantee bonds under this article shall be limited to bonds 
with a total principal amount of not more than 10 times the amount in the Clean Water Bond 
Guarantee Fund at the time the state board determines to extend each guarantee pursuant to 
Section 13426. 
 
§13431. Limitation on amounts paid 
Under no circumstances shall the amount paid out as a result of bond guarantees extended 
pursuant to this article exceed the amount in the Clean Water Bond Guarantee Fund. This article 
does not express or imply any commitment by the state board or any other agency of the state to 
pay any money or levy any charge or tax or otherwise exercise its faith and credit on behalf of 
any local agency or bondholder beyond the funds in the Clean Water Bond Guarantee Fund. 
 
§13432. Annual Fee 
The state board may charge an annual fee not to exceed one-tenth of 1 percent of the principal 
amount of each bond issue that it guarantees for guarantee coverage. The state board may charge 
a lesser amount. The proceeds of any fee shall be paid into the Clean Water Bond Guarantee 
Fund. 
 
§13433. Rules and procedures authority 
The state board shall, by regulation, prescribe rules and procedures for all of the following: 

(a) To pay money from the Clean Water Bond Guarantee Fund to an insured local agency or 
bondholder in the event that the amount in the local agency's bond reserve fund falls below a 
minimum amount, or in the event of failure by the local agency to pay the principal of, or interest 
on, an insured bond issue on time, as the state board may require. 

 
(b) To require, by court action if necessary, a local agency to raise sewer service charges, 

levy additional assessments, collect charges or assessments, or foreclose or otherwise sell 
property as needed to prevent a reduction in the local agency's bond reserve fund, or to prevent 
default, or to collect funds to repay to the fund any payments made pursuant to subdivision (a). 

 
 

Article 3. State Water Pollution Cleanup and Abatement Account 
§13440. Fund established 
There is in the State Water Quality Control Fund the State Water Pollution Cleanup and 
Abatement Account (hereinafter called the "account"), to be administered by the state board. 
 
§13441. Sources of payment into account; availability for expenditure 
There is to be paid into the account all moneys from the following sources: 

(a) All moneys appropriated by the Legislature for the account. 
 
(b) All moneys contributed to the account by any person and accepted by the state board. 
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(c) One-half of all moneys collected by way of criminal penalty and all moneys collected 
civilly under any proceeding brought pursuant to any provision of this division. 

 
(d) All moneys collected by the state board for the account under Section 13304.  The first 

unencumbered five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000) paid into the account in any given fiscal 
year is available without regard to fiscal years, for expenditure by the state board in accordance 
with the provisions of this article. The next unencumbered five hundred thousand dollars 
($500,000), or any portion thereof, deposited in any given fiscal year, is available for expenditure 
by the state board for the purposes of this article, subject to the provisions set forth in Section 28 
of the Budget Act of 1984 (Chapter 258 of the Statutes of 1984). The next unencumbered one 
million dollars ($1,000,000) deposited in the account in any given fiscal year is available for 
expenditure by the state board for the purposes of Section 13443. The remaining unencumbered 
funds deposited in the account in any given fiscal year is available without regard to fiscal years 
to the state board for expenditure for the purposes set forth in Section 13442. 
 
§13441.5. Loans from fund to account 
The State Treasurer, when requested by the state board and approved by the Director of Finance, 
shall transfer moneys in the nature of a loan from the State Water Quality Control Fund to the 
account created pursuant to Section 13440, which shall be repayable from the account to such 
fund; provided, that the moneys transferred from the fund to the account shall not exceed the 
sum of twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000) at any one time. 
 
§13442. Use of monies to assist in clean-up 
Upon application by a public agency with authority to clean up a waste or abate the effects 
thereof, the state board may order moneys to be paid from the account to the agency to assist it in 
cleaning up the waste or abating its effects on waters of the state. The agency shall not become 
liable to the state board for repayment of such moneys, but this shall not be any defense to an 
action brought pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section 13304 for the recovery of moneys paid 
hereunder. 
 
§13443. Use of money for unforeseen water pollution 
Upon application by a regional board that is attempting to remedy a significant unforeseen water 
pollution problem, posing an actual or potential public health threat, and for which the regional 
board does not have adequate resources budgeted, the state board may order moneys to be paid 
from the account to the regional board to assist it in responding to the problem. 
 
 
Chapter 7 Reclamation 
Article 1. Title 
§13500. Title 
This chapter shall be known as and may be cited as the Water Recycling Law. 
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Article 2. Legislative Findings and Intent 
§13510. Public interest 
It is hereby declared that the people of the state have a primary interest in the development of 
facilities to recycle water containing waste to supplement existing surface and underground 
water supplies and to assist in meeting the future water requirements of the state. 
 
§13511. Findings 
The Legislature finds and declares that a substantial portion of the future water requirements of 
this state may be economically met by beneficial use of recycled water. The Legislature further 
finds and declares that the utilization of recycled water by local communities for domestic, 
agricultural, industrial, recreational, and fish and wildlife purposes will contribute to the peace, 
health, safety and welfare of the people of the state. Use of recycled water constitutes the 
development of "new basic water supplies" as that term is used in Chapter 5 (commencing with 
Section 12880) of Part 6 of Division 6. 
 
§13512. Legislative intention 
It is the intention of the Legislature that the state undertake all possible steps to encourage 
development of water recycling facilities so that recycled water may be made available to help 
meet the growing water requirements of the state. 
 
 
Article 3. Financial Assistance 
§13515. Authority to loan 
In order to implement the policy declarations of this chapter, the state board is authorized to 
provide loans for the development of water reclamation facilities, or for studies and 
investigations in connection with water reclamation, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 6 
(commencing with Section 13400) of this division. 
 
 
Article 4. Regulation of Reclamation 
§13520. Recycling criteria 
As used in this article "recycling criteria" are the levels of constituents of recycled water, and 
means for assurance of reliability under the design concept which will result in recycled water 
safe from the standpoint of public health, for the uses to be made. 
 
§13521. CDPH establishes recycling criteria 
The State Department of Public Health shall establish uniform statewide recycling criteria for 
each varying type of use of recycled water where the use involves the protection of public health. 
 
§13522. Abatement by CDPH or local health officer 

(a) If the State Department of Public Health or a local health officer finds that a 
contamination exists as a result of the use of recycled water, the department or local health 
officer shall order the contamination abated in accordance with the procedure provided for in 
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Chapter 6 (commencing with Section 5400) of Part 3 of Division 5 of the Health and Safety 
Code. 

(b) The use of recycled water in accordance with the uniform statewide recycling criteria 
established pursuant to Section 13521, for the purpose of this section, does not cause, constitute, 
or contribute to, any form of contamination, unless the department or the regional board 
determines that contamination exists. 
 
§13522.5. Reports 

(a) Except as provided in subdivision (e), any person recycling or proposing to recycle water, 
or using or proposing to use recycled water, within any region for any purpose for which 
recycling criteria have been established, shall file with the appropriate regional board a report 
containing information required by the regional board. 

 
(b) Except as provided in subdivision (e), every person recycling water or using recycled 

water shall file with the appropriate regional board a report of any material change or proposed 
change in the character of the recycled water or its use. 

 
(c) Each report under this section shall be sworn to, or submitted under penalty of perjury. 
 
(d) This section shall not be construed so as to require any report in the case of any 

producing, manufacturing, or processing operation involving the recycling of water solely for use 
in the producing, manufacturing, or processing operation. 

 
(e) Except upon the written request of the regional board, a report is not required pursuant to 

this section from any user of recycled water which is being supplied by a supplier or distributor 
for whom a master recycling permit has been issued pursuant to Section 13523.1. 

 
§13522.6. Failure to report 
Any person failing to furnish a report under Section 13522.5 when so requested by a regional 
board is guilty of a misdemeanor. 
 
§13522.7. Injunction 
The Attorney General, at the request of the regional board, shall petition the superior court for 
the issuance of a temporary restraining order, temporary injunction or permanent injunction, or 
combination thereof, as may be appropriate, requiring any person not complying with Section 
13522.5 to comply forthwith. 
 
§13523. CDPH recommendation requirement 

(a) Each regional board, after consulting with and receiving the recommendations of the State 
Department of Public Health and any party who has requested in writing to be consulted, and 
after any necessary hearing, shall, if in the judgment of the board, it is necessary to protect the 
public health, safety, or welfare, prescribe water reclamation requirements for water that is used 
or proposed to be used as recycled water. 
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(b) The requirements may be placed upon the person recycling water, the user, or both. The 
requirements shall be established in conformance with the uniform statewide recycling criteria 
established pursuant to Section 13521. The regional board may require the submission of a 
preconstruction report for the purpose of determining compliance with the uniform statewide 
recycling criteria. The requirements for a use of recycled water not addressed by the uniform 
statewide recycling criteria shall be considered on a case-by-case basis. 
 
§13523.1. Master permit requirements 

(a) Each regional board, after consulting with, and receiving the recommendations of, the 
State Department of Public Health and any party who has requested in writing to be consulted, 
with the consent of the proposed permittee, and after any necessary hearing, may, in lieu of 
issuing waste discharge requirements pursuant to Section 13263 or water recycling requirements 
pursuant to Section 13523 for a user of recycled water, issue a master recycling permit to a 
supplier or distributor, or both, of recycled water. 

 
(b) A master recycling permit shall include, at least, all of the following: 

(1) Waste discharge requirements, adopted pursuant to Article 4 (commencing with 
Section 13260) of Chapter 4. 

(2) A requirement that the permittee comply with the uniform statewide recycling criteria 
established pursuant to Section 13521. Permit conditions for a use of recycled water not 
addressed by the uniform statewide water recycling criteria shall be considered on a case-by-case 
basis. 

(3) A requirement that the permittee establish and enforce rules or regulations for 
recycled water users, governing the design and construction of recycled water use facilities and 
the use of recycled water, in accordance with the uniform statewide recycling criteria established 
pursuant to Section 13521. 

(4) A requirement that the permittee submit a quarterly report summarizing recycled 
water use, including the total amount of recycled water supplied, the total number of recycled 
water use sites, and the locations of those sites, including the names of the hydrologic areas 
underlying the recycled water use sites. 

(5) A requirement that the permittee conduct periodic inspections of the facilities of the 
recycled water users to monitor compliance by the users with the uniform statewide recycling 
criteria established pursuant to Section 13521 and the requirements of the master recycling 
permit. 

(6) Any other requirements determined to be appropriate by the regional board. 
 

§13523.5. Salinity exception 
A regional board may not deny issuance of water reclamation requirements to a project which 
violates only a salinity standard in the basin plan. 
 
§13524. Establishment of criteria 
No person shall recycle water or use recycled water for any purpose for which recycling criteria 
have been established until water recycling requirements have been established pursuant to this 
article or a regional board determines that no requirements are necessary. 

Last updated January 1, 2011 
California Department of Public Health’s Recycled Water-Related Statutes 



NOTE:  This publication is meant to be an aid to the staff of the CDPH Drinking Water Program and 
cannot be relied upon by the regulated community as the State of California’s representation of the law.  
The published codes are the only official representation of the law.  

 

39 

 
§13525. TRO and injunction 
Upon the refusal or failure of any person or persons recycling water or using recycled water to 
comply with the provisions of this article, the Attorney General, at the request of the regional 
board, shall petition the superior court for the issuance of a temporary restraining order, 
preliminary injunction, or permanent injunction, or combination thereof, as may be appropriate, 
prohibiting forthwith any person or persons from violating or threatening to violate the 
provisions of this article. 
 
§13525.5. Violation 
Any person recycling water or using recycled water in violation of Section 13524, after such 
violation has been called to his attention in writing by the regional board, is guilty of a 
misdemeanor. Each day of such recycling or use shall constitute a separate offense. 
 
§13526. Misdemeanor 
Any person who, after such action has been called to his attention in writing by the regional 
board, uses recycled water for any purpose for which recycling criteria have been established 
prior to the establishment of water recycling requirements, is guilty of a misdemeanor. 
 
§13527. Priority in financial assistance 

(a) In administering any statewide program of financial assistance for water pollution or 
water quality control which may be delegated to it pursuant to Chapter 6 (commencing with 
Section 13400) of this division, the state board shall give added consideration to water quality 
control facilities providing optimum water recycling and use of recycled water. 
 

(b) Nothing in this chapter prevents the appropriate regional board from establishing waste 
discharge requirements if a discharge is involved. 

 
§13528. CDPH powers 
This chapter shall not be construed as affecting the powers of the State Department of Public 
Health. 
 
§13529. Unauthorized discharges of recycled water 
The Legislature hereby finds and declares all of the following: 

(a) The purpose of Section 13529.2 is to establish notification requirements for unauthorized 
discharges of recycled water to waters of the state. 

 
(b) It is the intent of the Legislature in enacting this section to promote the efficient and safe 

use of recycled water. 
 
(c) The people of the state have a primary interest in the development of facilities to recycle 

water to supplement existing water supplies and to minimize the impacts of growing demand for 
new water on sensitive natural water bodies. 
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(d) A substantial portion of the future water requirements of the state may be economically 
met by the beneficial use of recycled water. 

 
(e) The Legislature has established a statewide goal to recycle 700,000 acre-feet of water per 

year by the year 2000 and 1,000,000 acre-feet of water per year by the year 2010. 
 
(f) The use of recycled water has proven to be safe and the State Department of Health 

Services is drafting regulations to provide for expanded uses of recycled water. 
 

§13529.2. Requirements if unauthorized discharge occurs 
(a) Any person who, without regard to intent or negligence, causes or permits an 

unauthorized discharge of 50,000 gallons or more of recycled water, as defined in subdivision 
(c), or 1,000 gallons or more of recycled water, as defined in subdivision (d), in or on any waters 
of the state, or causes or permits such unauthorized discharge to be discharged where it is, or 
probably will be, discharged in or on any waters of the state, shall, as soon as 

(1) that person has knowledge of the discharge, 
(2) notification is possible, and 
(3) notification can be provided without substantially impeding cleanup or other 

emergency measures, immediately notify the appropriate regional board. 
 

(b) For the purposes of this section, an unauthorized discharge means a discharge not 
authorized by waste discharge requirements pursuant to Article 4 of Chapter 4 (commencing 
with Section 13260), water reclamation requirements pursuant to Section 13523, a master 
reclamation permit pursuant to Section 13523.1, or any other provision of this division. 
 

(c) For the purposes of this section, "recycled water" means wastewater treated as 
"disinfected tertiary 2.2 recycled water," as defined or described by the State Department of 
Health Services or wastewater receiving advanced treatment beyond disinfected tertiary 2.2 
recycled water. 

 
(d) For purposes of this section, "recycled water" means "recycled water," as defined in 

subdivision (n) of Section 13050, which is treated at a level less than "disinfected tertiary 2.2 
recycled water," as defined or described by the State Department of Health Services. 

 
(e) The requirements in this section supplement, and shall not supplant, any other provisions 

of law. 
 
§13529.4. Penalties 

(a) Any person refusing or failing to provide the notice required by Section 13529.2, or as 
required by a condition of waste discharge requirements requiring notification of unauthorized 
releases of recycled water as defined in Section 13529.2, may be subject to administrative civil 
liability in an amount not to exceed the following: 

(1) For the first violation, or a subsequent violation occurring more than 365 days from a 
previous violation, five thousand dollars ($5,000). 
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(2) For a second violation occurring within 365 days of a previous violation, ten thousand 
dollars ($10,000). 

(3) For a third or subsequent violation occurring within 365 days of a previous violation, 
twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000). 
 

(b) The penalties in this section supplement, and shall not supplant, any other provisions of 
law. 
 
 
Article 5. Surveys and Investigations 
§13530. Duties of the department 
The department, either independently or in cooperation with any person or any county, state, 
federal, or other agency, or on request of the state board, to the extent funds are allocated 
therefor, shall conduct surveys and investigations relating to the reclamation of water from waste 
pursuant to Section 230. 
 
 
Article 6 Waste Water Regulation 
§13540. CDPH authority for findings and regulations  

(a) A person shall not construct, maintain, or use any waste well extending to or into a 
subterranean water-bearing stratum that is used or intended to be used as, or is suitable for, a 
source of water supply for domestic purposes. 

 
(b) 

(1) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), when a regional board finds that water quality 
considerations do not preclude controlled recharge of the stratum by direct injection, and when 
the State Department of Public Health, following a public hearing, finds the proposed recharge 
will not degrade the quality of water in the receiving aquifer as a source of water supply for 
domestic purposes, recycled water may be injected by a well into the stratum.  The State 
Department of Public Health may make and enforce any regulations pertaining to this 
subdivision as it deems proper. 

(2) This section shall not be construed to do either or both of the following: 
(A) Affect the authority of the state board or regional boards to prescribe and enforce 

requirements for the discharge. 
(B) Preempt the exercise by a water district of its existing ordinance authority to 

impose or implement stricter standards for protecting groundwater quality in the receiving 
aquifer. 

 
(c) If the State Department of Public Health makes the findings provided for in subdivision 

(b), the department shall consider the state board’s Statement of Policy with Respect to 
Maintaining High Quality of Waters in California, as set forth in Resolution 68-16, dated 
October 28, 1968, and shall also consider current and potential future public health consequences 
of the controlled recharge.  
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§13541. Waste well 
As used in this article, "waste well" includes any hole dug or drilled into the ground, used or 
intended to be used for the disposal of waste. 
 
 
Article 7. Waste Water Reuse 
§13550. Legislative findings 

(a) The Legislature hereby finds and declares that the use of potable domestic water for 
nonpotable uses, including, but not limited to, cemeteries, golf courses, parks, highway 
landscaped areas, and industrial and irrigation uses, is a waste or an unreasonable use of the 
water within the meaning of Section 2 of Article X of the California Constitution if recycled 
water is available which meets all of the following conditions, as determined by the state board, 
after notice to any person or entity who may be ordered to use recycled water or to cease using 
potable water and a hearing held pursuant to Article 2 (commencing with Section 648) of 
Chapter 1.5 of Division 3 of Title 23 of the California Code of Regulations: 

(1) The source of recycled water is of adequate quality for these uses and is available for 
these uses. In determining adequate quality, the state board shall consider all relevant factors, 
including, but not limited to, food and employee safety, and level and types of specific 
constituents in the recycled water affecting these uses, on a user-by-user basis. In addition, the 
state board shall consider the effect of the use of recycled water in lieu of potable water on the 
generation of hazardous waste and on the quality of wastewater discharges subject to regional, 
state, or federal permits. 

(2) The recycled water may be furnished for these uses at a reasonable cost to the user. In 
determining reasonable cost, the state board shall consider all relevant factors, including, but not 
limited to, the present and projected costs of supplying, delivering, and treating potable domestic 
water for these uses and the present and projected costs of supplying and delivering recycled 
water for these uses, and shall find that the cost of supplying the treated recycled water is 
comparable to, or less than, the cost of supplying potable domestic water. 

(3) After concurrence with the State Department of Health Services, the use of recycled 
water from the proposed source will not be detrimental to public health. 

(4) The use of recycled water for these uses will not adversely affect downstream water 
rights, will not degrade water quality, and is determined not to be injurious to plantlife, fish, and 
wildlife. 
 

(b) In making the determination pursuant to subdivision (a), the state board shall consider the 
impact of the cost and quality of the nonpotable water on each individual user. 

 
(c) The state board may require a public agency or person subject to this article to furnish 

information which the state board determines to be relevant to making the determination required 
in subdivision (a). 
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§13551. Industry and irrigation for restricted use of potable water 
prohibited: use of recycled water 
A person or public agency, including a state agency, city, county, city and county, district, or any 
other political subdivision of the state, shall not use water from any source of quality suitable for 
potable domestic use for nonpotable uses, including cemeteries, golf courses, parks, highway 
landscaped areas, and industrial and irrigation uses if suitable recycled water is available as 
provided in Section 13550; however, any use of recycled water in lieu of water suitable for 
potable domestic use shall, to the extent of the recycled water so used, be deemed to constitute a 
reasonable beneficial use of that water and the use of recycled water shall not cause any loss or 
diminution of any existing water right. 
 
§13552. Restrictions on Sections 13550 and 13551 
The amendments to Sections 13550 and 13551 of the Water Code made during the first year of 
the 1991-92 Regular Session are not intended to alter any rights, remedies, or obligations which 
may exist prior to January 1, 1992, pursuant to, but not limited to, those sections or Chapter 8.5 
(commencing with Section 1501) of Part 1 of Division 1 of the Public Utilities Code. 
 
§13552.2. Legislative findings 

(a) The Legislature hereby finds and declares that the use of potable domestic water for the 
irrigation of residential landscaping is a waste or an unreasonable use of water within the 
meaning of Section 2 of Article X of the California Constitution if recycled water, for this use, is 
available to the residents and meets the requirements set forth in Section 13550, as determined 
by the state board after notice and a hearing. 

 
(b) The state board may require a public agency or person subject to this section to submit 

information that the state board determines may be relevant in making the determination required 
in subdivision (a). 
 
§13552.4. Authority to require use of recycled water for residential 
landscaping 

(a) Any public agency, including a state agency, city, county, city and county, district, or any 
other political subdivision of the state, may require the use of recycled water for irrigation of 
residential landscaping, if all of the following requirements are met: 

(1) Recycled water, for this use, is available to the user and meets the requirements set 
forth in Section 13550, as determined by the state board after notice and a hearing. 

(2) The use of recycled water does not cause any loss or diminution of any existing water 
right. 

(3) The irrigation systems are constructed in accordance with Chapter 3 (commencing 
with Section 60301) of Division 4 of Title 22 of the California Code of Regulations. 

 
(b) This section applies to both of the following: 

(1) New subdivisions for which the building permit is issued on or after March 15, 1994, 
or, if a building permit is not required, new structures for which construction begins on or after 
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March 15, 1994, for which the State Department of Public Health has approved the use of 
recycled water. 

(2) Any residence that is retrofitted to permit the use of recycled water for landscape 
irrigation and for which the State Department of Public Health has approved the use of recycled 
water. 

 
(c) 

(1) Division 13 (commencing with Section 21000) of the Public Resources Code does not 
apply to any project that only involves the repiping, redesign, or use of recycled water for 
irrigation of residential landscaping necessary to comply with a requirement prescribed by a 
public agency under subdivision (a). 

(2) The exemption in paragraph (1) does not apply to any project to develop recycled 
water, to construct conveyance facilities for recycled water, or any other project not specified in 
this subdivision. 
 
§13552.5. General Permit for Landscape Irrigation – Use of CDPH Criteria 

(a) 
(1) On or before July 31, 2009, the state board shall adopt a general permit for landscape 

irrigation uses of recycled water for which the State Department of Public Health has established 
uniform statewide recycling criteria pursuant to Section 13521. 

(2) The state board shall establish criteria to determine eligibility for coverage under the 
general permit. 

(3) For the purpose of developing the general permit and establishing eligibility criteria to 
carry out paragraph (1), the state board shall hold at least one workshop and shall consult with 
and consider comments from the regional boards, groundwater management agencies and water 
replenishment districts with statutory authority to manage groundwater pursuant to their 
principal act, and any interested party. 

(4) The general permit shall include language that provides for the modification of the 
terms and conditions of the general permit if a regulatory or statutory change occurs that affects 
the application of the general permit or as necessary to ensure protection of beneficial uses. 
 

(b) The state board shall establish a reasonable schedule of fees to reimburse the state board 
for the costs it incurs in implementing, developing, and administering this section. 

 
(c) Following the adoption of the general permit pursuant to this section, an applicant may 

obtain coverage for a landscape irrigation use of recycled water by filing a notice of intent to be 
covered under the general permit and submitting the appropriate fee established pursuant to 
subdivision (b) to the state board. 

 
(d) Coverage under the general permit adopted pursuant to this section is effective if all of 

the following apply: 
(1) The applicant has submitted a completed application. 
(2) The state board has determined that the applicant meets the eligibility criteria 

established pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision (a). 
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(3) The state board has made the application available for public review and comment for 
30 days. 

(4) The state board has consulted with the appropriate regional board. 
(5) The executive officer of the state board approves the application. 

 
(e) 

(1) Except as provided by modification of the general permit, a person eligible for 
coverage under the general permit pursuant to subdivision (d) is not required to become or 
remain subject to individual waste discharge requirements or water reclamation requirements. 

(2) For a landscape irrigation use of recycled water, a person who is subject to general or 
individual waste discharge requirements prescribed pursuant to Section 13263 or 13377, or is 
subject to individual or master water reclamation requirements prescribed pursuant to Section 
13523 or 13523.1, may apply for coverage under the general permit adopted pursuant to this 
section in lieu of remaining subject to requirements prescribed pursuant to those sections. 
 

(f) 
(1) The state board shall designate an ombudsperson to coordinate and facilitate 

communication on recycled water, on the issuance of water reclamation requirements or waste 
discharge requirements, as applicable, pursuant to Section 13523 or 13523.1 or this section, and 
on the promotion of water recycling while ensuring reasonable protection of water quality in 
accordance with applicable provisions of state and federal water quality law. 

(2) The person appointed pursuant to paragraph (1) shall facilitate consultations between 
the state board and the regional boards relating to matters described in that paragraph.  

 
§13552.6. Legislative findings 

(a) The Legislature hereby finds and declares that the use of potable domestic water for floor 
trap priming, cooling towers, and air-conditioning devices is a waste or an unreasonable use of 
water within the meaning of Section 2 of Article X of the California Constitution if recycled 
water, for these uses, is available to the user, and the water meets the requirements set forth in 
Section 13550, as determined by the state board after notice and a hearing. 

 
(b) The state board may require a public agency or person subject to this section to submit 

information that the state board determines may be relevant in making the determination required 
in subdivision (a). 

 
§13552.8. Recycled water for floor trap priming, cooling towers, and air 
conditioning 

(a) Any public agency, including a state agency, city, county, city and county, district, or any 
other political subdivision of the state, may require the use of recycled water in floor trap 
priming, cooling towers, and air-conditioning devices, if all of the following requirements are 
met: 

(1) Recycled water, for these uses, is available to the user and meets the requirements set 
forth in Section 13550, as determined by the state board after notice and a hearing. 
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(2) The use of recycled water does not cause any loss or diminution of any existing water 
right. 

(3) If public exposure to aerosols, mist, or spray may occur, appropriate mist mitigation 
or mist control is provided, such as the use of mist arrestors or the addition of biocides to the 
water in accordance with criteria established pursuant to Section 13521. 

(4) The person intending to use recycled water has prepared an engineering report 
pursuant to Section 60323 of Title 22 of the California Code of Regulations that includes 
plumbing design, cross-connection control, and monitoring requirements for the public agency, 
which are in compliance with criteria established pursuant to Section 13521. 

 
(b) This section applies to both of the following: 

(1) New industrial facilities and subdivisions for which the building permit is issued on or 
after March 15, 1994, or, if a building permit is not required, new structures for which 
construction begins on or after March 15, 1994, for which the State Department of Health 
Services has approved the use of recycled water. 

(2) Any structure that is retrofitted to permit the use of recycled water for floor traps, 
cooling towers, or air-conditioning devices, for which the State Department of Health Services 
has approved the use of recycled water. 

 
(c) 

(1) Division 13 (commencing with Section 21000) of the Public Resources Code does not 
apply to any project which only involves the repiping, redesign, or use of recycled water for floor 
trap priming, cooling towers, or air-conditioning devices necessary to comply with a requirement 
prescribed by a public agency under subdivision (a). 

(2) The exemption in paragraph (1) does not apply to any project to develop recycled 
water, to construct conveyance facilities for recycled water, or any other project not specified in 
this subdivision. 

 
§13553. Use of Recycled Water in Condominium Projects 

(a) The Legislature hereby finds and declares that the use of potable domestic water for toilet 
and urinal flushing in structures is a waste or an unreasonable use of water within the meaning of 
Section 2 of Article X of the California Constitution if recycled water, for these uses, is available 
to the user and meets the requirements set forth in Section 13550, as determined by the state 
board after notice and a hearing. 

 
(b) The state board may require a public agency or person subject to this section to furnish 

any information that may be relevant to making the determination required in subdivision (a). 
 
(c) For purposes of this section and Section 13554, “structure” or “structures” means 

commercial, retail, and office buildings, theaters, auditoriums, condominium projects, schools, 
hotels, apartments, barracks, dormitories, jails, prisons, and reformatories, and other structures as 
determined by the State Department of Public Health. 
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(d) Recycled water may be used in condominium projects, as defined in Section 1351 of the 
Civil Code, subject to all of the following conditions: 

(1) Prior to the indoor use of recycled water in any condominium project, the agency 
delivering the recycled water to the condominium project shall file a report with, and receive 
written approval of the report from, the State Department of Public Health.  The report shall be 
consistent with the provisions of Title 22 of the California Code of Regulations generally 
applicable to dual-plumbed structures and shall include all the following: 

(A) That potable water service to each condominium project will be provided with a 
backflow protection device approved by the State Department of Public Health to protect the 
agency’s public water system, as defined in Section 116275 of the Health and Safety Code. The 
backflow protection device approved by the State Department of Public Health shall be inspected 
and tested annually by a person certified in the inspection of backflow prevention devices. 

(B) That any plumbing modifications in the condominium unit or any physical 
alteration of the structure will be done in compliance with state and local plumbing codes. 

(C) That each condominium project will be tested by the recycled water agency or the 
responsible local agency at least once every four years to ensure that there are no indications of a 
possible cross connection between the condominium’s potable and nonpotable systems. 

(D) That recycled water lines will be color coded consistent with current statutes and 
regulations. 

(2) The recycled water agency or the responsible local agency shall maintain records of 
all tests and annual inspections conducted. 

(3) The condominium’s declaration, as defined in Section 1351 of the Civil Code, shall 
provide that the laws and regulations governing recycled water apply, shall not permit any 
exceptions to those laws and regulations, shall incorporate the report described in paragraph (1), 
and shall contain the following statement: 
 

“NOTICE OF USE OF RECYCLED WATER 
This property is approved by the State Department of Public Health for the use of 
recycled water for toilet and urinal flushing. This water is not potable, is not 
suitable for indoor purposes other than toilet and urinal flushing purposes, and 
requires dual plumbing. Alterations and modifications to the plumbing system 
require a permit and are prohibited without first consulting with the appropriate 
local building code enforcement agency and your property management company 
or homeowners’ association to ensure that the recycled water is not mixed with 
the drinking water.” 

 
(e) The State Department of Public Health may adopt regulations as necessary to assist in the 

implementation of this section. 
 
(f) This section shall only apply to condominium projects that are created, within the 

meaning of Section 1352 of the Civil Code, on or after January 1, 2008. 
 
(g) This section and Section 13554 do not apply to a pilot program adopted pursuant to 

Section 13553.1. 
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§13553.1. Legislative findings 

(a) The Legislature hereby finds and declares that certain coastal areas of the state have been 
using sea water to flush toilets and urinals as a means of conserving potable water; that this 
practice precludes the beneficial reuse of treated wastewater and has had a deleterious effect on 
the proper wastewater treatment process, and has led to corrosion of the sea water distribution 
pipelines and wastewater collection systems; and that this situation must be changed. 
 

(b) There is a need for a pilot program to demonstrate that conversion to the use of recycled 
water in residential buildings for toilet and urinal flushing does not pose a threat to public health 
and safety. 
 

(c) A city that is providing a separate distribution system for sea water for use in flushing 
toilets and urinals in residential structures may, by ordinance, authorize the use of recycled water 
for the flushing of toilets and urinals in residential structures if the level of treatment and the use 
of the recycled water meets the criteria set by the State Department of Health Services. 
 
§13554. Recycled water for toilet and urinal flushing 

(a) Any public agency, including a state agency, city, county, city and county, district, or any 
other political subdivision of the state, may require the use of recycled water for toilet and urinal 
flushing in structures, except a mental hospital or other facility operated by a public agency for 
the treatment of persons with mental disorders, if all of the following requirements are met: 

(1) Recycled water, for these uses, is available to the user and meets the requirements set 
forth in Section 13550, as determined by the state board after notice and a hearing. 

(2) The use of recycled water does not cause any loss or diminution of any existing water 
right. 

(3) The public agency has prepared an engineering report pursuant to Section 60323 of 
Title 22 of the California Code of Regulations that includes plumbing design, cross-connection 
control, and monitoring requirements for the use site, which are in compliance with criteria 
established pursuant to Section 13521. 
 

(b) This section applies only to either of the following: 
(1) New structures for which the building permit is issued on or after March 15, 1992, or, 

if a building permit is not required, new structures for which construction begins on or after 
March 15, 1992. 

(2) Any construction pursuant to subdivision (a) for which the State Department of 
Health Services has, prior to January 1, 1992, approved the use of recycled water. 
 

(c) Division 13 (commencing with Section 21000) of the Public Resources Code does not 
apply to any project which only involves the repiping, redesign, or use of recycled water by a 
structure necessary to comply with a requirement issued by a public agency under subdivision 
(a). This exemption does not apply to any project to develop recycled water, to construct 
conveyance facilities for recycled water, or any other project not specified in this subdivision. 
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§13554.2. DHS fees 
(a) Any person or entity proposing the use of recycled water shall reimburse the State 

Department of Health Services for reasonable costs that department actually incurs in performing 
duties pursuant to this chapter. 
 

(b) 
(1) Upon a request from the person or entity proposing the use of recycled water, the 

State Department of Health Services shall, within a reasonable time after the receipt of the 
request, provide an estimate of the costs that it will reasonably incur in the performance of its 
duties pursuant to this chapter. 

(2) For purposes of implementing subdivision (a), that department shall maintain a record 
of its costs. In determining those costs, that department may consider costs that include, but are 
not limited to, costs relating to personnel requirements, materials, travel, and office overhead. 
The amount of reimbursement shall be equal to, and may not exceed, that department's actual 
costs. 
 

(c) With the consent of the person or entity proposing the use of recycled water, the State 
Department of Health Services may delegate all or part of the duties that department performs 
pursuant to this chapter within a county to a local health agency authorized by the board of 
supervisors to assume these duties, if, in the judgment of that department, the local health agency 
can perform these duties. Any person or entity proposing the use of recycled water shall 
reimburse the local health agency for reasonable costs that the local health agency actually incurs 
in the performance of its duties delegated pursuant to this subdivision. 
 

(d) 
(1) Upon a request from the person or entity proposing the use of recycled water, the 

local health agency shall, within a reasonable time after the receipt of the request, provide an 
estimate of the cost it will reasonably incur in the performance of its duties delegated under 
subdivision (c). 

(2) The local health agency, if delegated duties pursuant to subdivision (c), shall maintain 
a record of its costs that include, but is not limited to, costs relating to personnel requirements, 
materials, travel, and office overhead. The amount of reimbursement shall be equal to, and may 
not exceed, the local health agency's actual costs. 
 

(e) The State Department of Health Services or local health agency shall complete its review 
of a proposed use of recycled water within a reasonable period of time. That department shall 
submit to the person or entity proposing the use of recycled water a written determination as to 
whether the proposal submitted is complete for purposes of review within 30 days from the date 
of receipt of the proposal and shall approve or disapprove the proposed use within 30 days from 
the date on which that department determines that the proposal is complete. 
 

(f) An invoice for reimbursement of services rendered shall be submitted to the person or 
entity proposing the use of recycled water subsequent to completion of review of the proposed 
use, or other services rendered, that specifies the number of hours spent by the State Department 
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of Health Services or local health agency, specific tasks performed, and other costs actually 
incurred. Supporting documentation, including receipts, logs, timesheets, and other standard 
accounting documents, shall be maintained by that department or local health agency and copies, 
upon request, shall be provided to the person or entity proposing the use of recycled water. 
 

(g) For the purposes of this section, "person or entity proposing the use of recycled water" 
means the producer or distributor of recycled water submitting a proposal to the department. 
 
§13554.3. State Board fees 
The State Water Resources Control Board may establish a reasonable schedule of fees by which 
it is reimbursed for the costs it incurs pursuant to Sections 13553 and 13554. 
 
§13555.2. Legislative intent 
The Legislature hereby finds and declares that many local agencies deliver recycled water for 
nonpotable uses and that the use of recycled water is an effective means of meeting the demands 
for new water caused by drought conditions or population increases in the state. It is the intent of 
the Legislature to encourage the design and construction of water delivery systems on private 
property that deliver water for both potable and nonpotable uses in separate pipelines. 
 
§13555.3. Separate pipelines 

(a) Water delivery systems on private property that could deliver recycled water for 
nonpotable uses described in Section 13550, that are constructed on and after January 1, 1993, 
shall be designed to ensure that the water to be used for only potable domestic uses is delivered, 
from the point of entry to the private property to be served, in a separate pipeline which is not 
used to deliver the recycled water. 

 
(b) This section applies to water delivery systems on private property constructed within 

either of the following jurisdictions: 
(1) One that has an urban water management plan that includes the intent to develop 

recycled water use. 
(2) One that does not have an urban water management plan that includes recycled water 

use, but that is within five miles of a jurisdiction that does have an urban water management plan 
that includes recycled water use, and has indicated a willingness to serve the water delivery 
system. 
 

(c) This section does not preempt local regulation of the delivery of water for potable and 
nonpotable uses and any local governing body may adopt requirements which are more 
restrictive than the requirements of this section. 

 
§13556. Acquisition and provision of recycled water for beneficial use 
In addition to any other authority provided in law, any water supplier described in subdivision 
(b) of Section 1745 may acquire, store, provide, sell, and deliver recycled water for any 
beneficial use, including, but not limited to, municipal, industrial, domestic, and irrigation uses, 
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if the water use is in accordance with statewide recycling criteria and regulations established 
pursuant to this chapter. 
 
§13557. Regulation to safely plumb buildings with both potable and 
recycled water systems 

(a) On or before July 1, 2008, the department, in consultation with the State Department of 
Public Health, shall adopt and submit to the California Building Standards Commission 
regulations to establish a state version of Appendix J of the Uniform Plumbing Code adopted by 
the International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials to provide design standards 
to safely plumb buildings with both potable and recycled water systems. 

 
(b) The department shall adopt regulations pursuant to subdivision (a) only if the Legislature 

appropriates funds for that purpose. 
 
 
Chapter 7.3. Direct and Indirect Potable Reuse 
§13560. Legislative Findings - Direct and Indirect Potable Reuse 
The Legislature finds and declares the following: 

(a) In February 2009, the state board unanimously adopted, as Resolution No. 2009-0011, an 
updated water recycling policy, which includes the goal of increasing the use of recycled water 
in the state over 2002 levels by at least 1,000,000 acre-feet per year by 2020 and by at least 
2,000,000 acre-feet per year by 2030.  

 
(b) Section 13521 requires the department to establish uniform statewide recycling criteria 

for each varying type of use of recycled water where the use involves the protection of public 
health. 

 
(c) The use of recycled water for indirect potable reuse is critical to achieving the state 

board’s goals for increased use of recycled water in the state. If direct potable reuse can be 
demonstrated to be safe and feasible, implementing direct potable reuse would further aid in 
achieving the state board’s recycling goals. 
 

(d) Although there has been much scientific research on public health issues associated with 
indirect potable reuse through groundwater recharge, there are a number of significant 
unanswered questions regarding indirect potable reuse through surface water augmentation and 
direct potable reuse.  

 
(e) Achievement of the state’s goals depends on the timely development of uniform statewide 

recycling criteria for indirect and direct potable water reuse. 
 
(f) This chapter is not intended to delay, invalidate, or reverse any study or project, or 

development of regulations by the department, the state board, or the regional boards regarding 
the use of recycled water for indirect potable reuse for groundwater recharge, surface water 
augmentation, or direct potable reuse. 
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(g) This chapter shall not be construed to delay, invalidate, or reverse the department’s 

ongoing review of projects consistent with Section 116551 of the Health and Safety Code. 
 
§13561. Chapter Definitions 
For purposes of this chapter, the following terms have the following meanings: 

(a) “Department” means the State Department of Public Health. 
 
(b) “Direct potable reuse” means the planned introduction of recycled water either directly 

into a public water system, as defined in Section 116275 of the Health and Safety Code, or into a 
raw water supply immediately upstream of a water treatment plant. 

 
(c) “Indirect potable reuse for groundwater recharge” means the planned use of recycled 

water for replenishment of a groundwater basin or an aquifer that has been designated as a source 
of water supply for a public water system, as defined in Section 116275 of the Health and Safety 
Code. 

 
(d) “Surface water augmentation” means the planned placement of recycled water into a 

surface water reservoir used as a source of domestic drinking water supply. 
 
(e) “Uniform water recycling criteria” has the same meaning as in Section 13521. 

 
§13561.5. Board agreement with Department 
The state board shall enter into an agreement with the department to assist in implementing this 
chapter. 
 
§13562. Department adoption of indirect potable reuse criteria 

(a) 
(1) On or before December 31, 2013, the department shall adopt uniform water recycling 

criteria for indirect potable reuse for groundwater recharge. 
(2) 

(A) Except as provided in subparagraph (C), on or before December 31, 2016, the 
department shall develop and adopt uniform water recycling criteria for surface water 
augmentation. 

(B) Prior to adopting uniform water recycling criteria for surface water augmentation, 
the department shall submit the proposed criteria to the expert panel convened pursuant to 
subdivision (a) of Section 13565. The expert panel shall review the proposed criteria and shall 
adopt a finding as to whether, in its expert opinion, the proposed criteria would adequately 
protect public health. 

(C) The department shall not adopt uniform water recycling criteria for surface water 
augmentation pursuant to subparagraph (A), unless and until the expert panel adopts a finding 
that the proposed criteria would adequately protect public health. 
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(b) Adoption of uniform water recycling criteria by the department is subject to the 
requirements of Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 
of the Government Code. 
 
§13563. Department report on direct potable reuse 

(a) 
(1) The department shall investigate and report to the Legislature on the feasibility of 

developing uniform water recycling criteria for direct potable reuse. 
(2) The department shall complete a public review draft of its report by June 30, 2016. 

The department shall provide the public not less than 45 days to review and comment on the 
public review draft. 

(3) The department shall provide a final report to the Legislature by December 31, 2016. 
The department shall make the final report available to the public. 
 

(b) In conducting the investigation pursuant to subdivision (a), the department shall examine 
all of the following: 

(1) The availability and reliability of recycled water treatment technologies necessary to 
ensure the protection of public health. 

(2) Multiple barriers and sequential treatment processes that may be appropriate at 
wastewater and water treatment facilities. 

(3) Available information on health effects. 
(4) Mechanisms that should be employed to protect public health if problems are found in 

recycled water that is being served to the public as a potable water supply, including, but not 
limited to, the failure of treatment systems at the recycled water treatment facility. 

(5) Monitoring needed to ensure protection of public health, including, but not limited to, 
the identification of appropriate indicator and surrogate constituents. 

(6) Any other scientific or technical issues that may be necessary, including, but not 
limited to, the need for additional research. 
 

(c) 
(1) Notwithstanding Section 10231.5 of the Government Code, the requirement for 

submitting a report imposed under paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) is inoperative on December 
31, 2020. 

(2) A report to be submitted pursuant to paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) shall be 
submitted in compliance with Section 9795 of the Government Code. 
 
§13563.5. Department report to legislature 

(a) The department, in consultation with the state board, shall report to the Legislature as part 
of the annual budget process, in each year from 2011 to 2016, inclusive, on the progress towards 
developing and adopting uniform water recycling criteria for surface water augmentation and its 
investigation of the feasibility of developing uniform water recycling criteria for direct potable 
reuse. 

 
(b) 
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(1) A written report submitted pursuant to subdivision (a) shall be submitted in 
compliance with Section 9795 of the Government Code. 

(2) Pursuant to Section 10231.5 of the Government Code, this section is repealed on 
January 1, 2017. 
 
§13564. Surface Water Augmentation considerations 
In developing uniform recycling criteria for surface water augmentation, the department shall 
consider all of the following: 

(a) The final report from the National Water Research Institute Independent Advisory Panel 
for the City of San Diego Indirect Potable Reuse/Reservoir Augmentation (IPR/RA) 
Demonstration Project. 

 
(b) Monitoring results of research and studies regarding surface water augmentation. 
 
(c) Results of demonstration studies conducted for purposes of approval of projects using 

surface water augmentation. 
 
(d) Epidemiological studies and risk assessments associated with projects using surface water 

augmentation. 
 
(e) Applicability of the advanced treatment technologies required for recycled water projects, 

including, but not limited to, indirect potable reuse for groundwater recharge projects. 
 
(f) Water quality, limnology, and health risk assessments associated with existing potable 

water supplies subject to discharges from municipal wastewater, stormwater, and agricultural 
runoff. 

 
(g) Recommendations of the State of California Constituents of Emerging Concern Recycled 

Water Policy Science Advisory Panel. 
 
(h) State funded research pursuant to Section 79144 and subdivision (b) of Section 79145. 
 
(i) Research and recommendations from the United States Environmental Protection Agency 

Guidelines for Water Reuse. 
 
(j) Other relevant research and studies regarding indirect potable reuse of recycled water. 

 
§13565. Expert panels and advisory groups 

(a) 
(1) The department shall convene and administer an expert panel for the purposes of 

advising the department on public health issues and scientific and technical matters regarding 
development of uniform water recycling criteria for indirect potable reuse through surface water 
augmentation and investigation of the feasibility of developing uniform water recycling criteria 
for direct potable reuse. 
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(2) The expert panel shall be comprised, at a minimum, of a toxicologist, an engineer 
licensed in the state with at least three years’ experience in wastewater treatment, an engineer 
licensed in the state with at least three years’ experience in treatment of drinking water supplies 
and knowledge of drinking water standards, an epidemiologist, a microbiologist, and a chemist. 

(3) Members of the expert panel may be reimbursed for reasonable and necessary travel 
expenses. 
 

(b) 
(1) The department may appoint an advisory group, task force, or other group, comprised 

of no fewer than nine representatives of water and wastewater agencies, local public health 
officers, environmental organizations, environmental justice organizations, public health 
nongovernmental organizations, and the business community, to advise the department regarding 
the development of uniform water recycling criteria for direct potable reuse. 

(2) Environmental, environmental justice, and public health nongovernmental 
organization representative members of the advisory group, task force, or other group may be 
reimbursed for reasonable and necessary travel expenses. 
 
§13566. Feasibility considerations for direct potable reuse 
In performing its investigation of the feasibility of developing the uniform water recycling 
criteria for direct potable reuse, the department shall consider all of the following: 

(a) Recommendations from the expert panel appointed pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 
13565. 

 
(b) Recommendations from an advisory group, task force, or other group appointed by the 

department pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 13565. 
 
(c) Regulations and guidelines for these activities from jurisdictions in other states, the 

federal government, or other countries. 
 
(d) Research by the state board regarding unregulated pollutants, as developed pursuant to 

Section 10 of the recycled water policy adopted by state board Resolution No. 2009-0011. 
 
(e) Results of investigations pursuant to Section 13563. 
 
(f) Water quality and health risk assessments associated with existing potable water supplies 

subject to discharges from municipal wastewater, stormwater, and agricultural runoff. 
 
§13567. Federal & State references - consistency 
An action authorized pursuant to this chapter shall be consistent, to the extent applicable, with 
the federal Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. Sec. 1251 et seq.), the federal Safe Drinking Water Act 
(42 U.S.C. Sec. 300f et seq.), this division, and the California Safe Drinking Water Act (Chapter 
4 (commencing with Section 116270) of Part 12 of Division 104 of the Health and Safety Code). 
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§13569. Department funding 
The department may accept funds from any source, and may expend these funds, upon 
appropriation by the Legislature, for the purposes of this chapter. 
 
 
Chapter 7.5. Water Recycling Act of 1991 
§13575. Recycling Act title 

(a) This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the Water Recycling Act of 1991. 
 
(b) As used in this chapter, the following terms have the following meanings: 

(1) "Customer" means a person or entity that purchases water from a retail water supplier. 
(2) "Entity responsible for groundwater replenishment" means any person or entity 

authorized by statute or court order to manage a groundwater basin and acquire water for 
groundwater replenishment. 

(3) "Recycled water" has the same meaning as defined in subdivision (n) of Section 
13050. 

(4) "Recycled water producer" means any local public entity that produces 
recycled water. 
(5) "Recycled water wholesaler" means any local public entity that distributes recycled 

water to retail water suppliers and which has constructed, or is constructing, a recycled water 
distribution system. 

(6) "Retail water supplier" means any local entity, including a public agency, city, 
county, or private water company, that provides retail water service. 

(7) "Retailer" means the retail water supplier in whose service area is located the property 
to which a customer requests the delivery of recycled water service. 

 
§13576. Legislative findings 
The Legislature hereby makes the following findings and declarations: 

(a) The State of California is subject to periodic drought conditions. 
 
(b) The development of traditional water resources in California has not kept pace with the 

state’s population, which is growing at the rate of over 700,000 per year and which is anticipated 
to reach 36,000,000 by the year 2010. 

 
(c) There is a need for a reliable source of water for uses not related to the supply of potable 

water to protect investments in agriculture, greenbelts, and recreation and to replenish 
groundwater basins, and protect and enhance fisheries, wildlife habitat, and riparian areas. 

 
(d) The environmental benefits of recycled water include a reduced demand for water in the 

Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta that is otherwise needed to maintain water quality, reduced 
discharge of waste into the ocean, and the enhancement of groundwater basins, recreation, 
fisheries, and wetlands. 
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(e) The use of recycled water has proven to be safe from a public health standpoint, and the 
State Department of Public Health is updating regulations for the use of recycled water. 

 
(f) The use of recycled water is a cost-effective, reliable method of helping to meet 

California’s water supply needs. 
 
(g) The development of the infrastructure to distribute recycled water will provide jobs and 

enhance the economy of the state. 
 
(h) Retail water suppliers and recycled water producers and wholesalers should promote the 

substitution of recycled water for potable water and imported water in order to maximize the 
appropriate cost-effective use of recycled water in California. 

 
(i) Recycled water producers, retail water suppliers, and entities responsible for groundwater 

replenishment should cooperate in joint technical, economic, and environmental studies, as 
appropriate, to determine the feasibility of providing recycled water service. 

 
(j) Retail water suppliers and recycled water producers and wholesalers should be 

encouraged to enter into contracts to facilitate the service of recycled and potable water by the 
retail water suppliers in their service areas in the most efficient and cost-effective manner. 

 
(k) Recycled water producers and wholesalers and entities responsible for groundwater 

replenishment should be encouraged to enter into contracts to facilitate the use of recycled water 
for groundwater replenishment if recycled water is available and the authorities having 
jurisdiction approve its use. 
 

(l) Wholesale prices set by recycled water producers and recycled water wholesalers, and 
rates that retail water suppliers are authorized to charge for recycled water, should reflect an 
equitable sharing of the costs and benefits associated with the development and use of recycled 
water. 

 
§13577. Water recycling goal 
This chapter establishes a statewide goal to recycle a total of 700,000 acre-feet of water per year 
by the year 2000 and 1,000,000 acre-feet of water per year by the year 2010. 
 
§13578. Recycled Water Task Force 

(a) In order to achieve the statewide goal for recycled water use established in Section 13577 
and to implement the Governor’s Advisory Drought Planning Panel Critical Water Shortage 
Contingency Plan recommendations, Section F2, as submitted December 29, 2000, the 
department shall identify and report to the Legislature on opportunities for increasing the use of 
recycled water, as defined in paragraph (3) of subdivision (b) of Section 13575, and identify 
constraints and impediments, including the level of state financial assistance available for project 
construction, to increasing the use of recycled water. 
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(b) The department shall convene a task force, to be known as the 2002 Recycled Water Task 
Force, to advise the department in implementation of subdivision (a), including making 
recommendations to the Legislature regarding the following: 

(1) How to further the use of recycled water in industrial and commercial applications, 
including, but not limited to, those applications set forth in Section 13552.8. The task force shall 
evaluate the current regulatory framework of state and local rules, regulations, ordinances, and 
permits to identify the obstacles and disincentives to industrial and commercial reuse.  Issues to 
be investigated include, but are not limited to, applicability of visual inspections instead of 
pressure tests for cross-connections between potable and nonpotable water systems, dual piping 
trenching restrictions, fire suppression system design, and backflow protections. 

(2) Changes in the Uniform Plumbing Code, published by the International Association 
of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials, that are appropriate to facilitate the use of recycled water 
in industrial and commercial settings. The department shall make recommendations to the 
California Building Standards Commission with regard to suggested revisions to the California 
Plumbing Code necessary to incorporate the changes identified by the task force. 

(3) Changes in state statutes or the current regulatory framework of state and local rules, 
regulations, ordinances, and permits appropriate to increase the use of recycled water for 
commercial laundries and toilet and urinal flushing in structures including, but not limited to, 
those defined in subdivision (c) of Section 13553. The department shall identify financial 
incentives to help offset the cost of retrofitting privately and publicly owned structures. 

(4) The need to reconvene the California Potable Reuse Committee established by the 
department in 1993 or convene a successor committee to update the committee’s finding that 
planned indirect potable reuse of recycled water by augmentation of surface water supplies 
would not adversely affect drinking water quality if certain conditions were met. 

(5) The need to augment state water supplies using water use efficiency strategies 
identified in the CALFED Bay-Delta Program.  In its report pursuant to subdivision (a), the 
department shall identify ways to coordinate with CALFED to assist local communities in 
educating the public with regard to the statewide water supply benefits of local recycling projects 
and the level of public health protection ensured by compliance with the uniform statewide water 
recycling criteria developed by the State Department of Public Health in accordance with Section 
13521. 

(6) Impediments or constraints, other than water rights, related to increasing the use of 
recycled water in applications for agricultural, environmental, or irrigation uses, as determined 
by the department. 
 

(c) 
(1) The task force shall be convened by the department and be 

comprised of one representative from each of the following state agencies: 
(A) The department. 
(B) The State Department of Public Health. 
(C) The state board. 
(D) The California Environmental Protection Agency. 
(E) The CALFED Bay-Delta Program. 
(F) The Department of Food and Agriculture. 

Last updated January 1, 2011 
California Department of Public Health’s Recycled Water-Related Statutes 



NOTE:  This publication is meant to be an aid to the staff of the CDPH Drinking Water Program and 
cannot be relied upon by the regulated community as the State of California’s representation of the law.  
The published codes are the only official representation of the law.  

 

59 

(G) The California Building Standards Commission. 
(H) The University of California. 
(I) The Natural Resources Agency. 

(2) The task force shall also include one representative from a recognized environmental 
advocacy group and one representative from a consumer advocacy group, as determined by the 
department, and one representative of local agency health officers, one representative of urban 
water wholesalers, one representative from a groundwater management entity, one representative 
of water districts, one representative from a nonprofit association of public and private members 
created to further the use of recycled water, one representative of commercial real estate, one 
representative of land development, one representative of industrial interests, and at least two 
representatives from each of the following as defined in Section 13575: 

(A) Recycled water producer. 
(B) Recycled water wholesaler. 
(C) Retail water supplier. 

 
(d) The department and the task force shall report to the Legislature not later than July 1, 

2003. 
 
(e) The department shall carry out the duties of this section only to the extent that funds 

pursuant to Section 79145, enacted as part of the Safe Drinking Water, Clean Water, Watershed 
Protection, and Flood Protection Act (Division 26 (commencing with Section 79000)), are made 
available for the purposes of this section 

 
§13579. Identification of potential uses 

(a) In order to achieve the goals established in Section 13577, retail water suppliers shall 
identify potential uses for recycled water within their service areas, potential customers for 
recycled water service within their service areas, and, within a reasonable time, potential sources 
of recycled water. 

 
(b) Recycled water producers and recycled water wholesalers may also identify potential uses 

for recycled water, and may assist retail water suppliers in identifying potential customers for 
recycled water service within the service areas of those retail water suppliers. 

 
(c) Recycled water producers, retail water suppliers, and entities responsible for groundwater 

replenishment may cooperate in joint technical, economic, and environmental studies, as 
appropriate, to determine the feasibility of providing recycled water service and recycled water 
for groundwater replenishment consistent with the criteria set forth in paragraphs (1) to (3), 
inclusive, of subdivision (a) of Section 13550 and in accordance with Section 60320 of Title 22 
of the California Code of Regulations. 
 
§13580. Application for recycled water supply 

(a) A retail water supplier that has identified a potential use or customer pursuant to Section 
13579 may apply to a recycled water producer or recycled water wholesaler for a recycled water 
supply. 
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(b) A recycled water producer or recycled water wholesaler that has identified a potential use 

or customer pursuant to Section 13579 may, in writing, request a retail water supplier to enter 
into an agreement to provide recycled water to the potential customer. 

 
(c) A customer may request, in writing, a retailer to enter into an agreement to provide 

recycled water to the customer. 
 
(d) 

(1) An entity responsible for groundwater replenishment that is a customer of a retail 
water supplier and that has identified the potential use of recycled water for groundwater 
replenishment purposes may, in writing, request that retail water supplier to enter into an 
agreement to provide recycled water for that purpose. That entity may not obtain recycled water 
for that purpose from a recycled water producer, a recycled water wholesaler, or another retail 
water supplier without the agreement of the entity's retail water supplier. 

(2) An entity responsible for groundwater replenishment that is not a customer of a retail 
water supplier and that has identified the potential use of recycled water for groundwater 
replenishment purposes may, in writing, request a retail water supplier, a recycled water 
producer, or a recycled water wholesaler to enter into an agreement to provide recycled water for 
that purpose. 

 
§13580.5. Agreements 

(a) 
(1) Subject to subdivision (e) of Section 13580.7, a retail water supplier that receives a 

request from a customer pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section 13580 shall enter into an 
agreement to provide recycled water, if recycled water is available, or can be made available, to 
the retail water supplier for sale to the customer. 

(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), in accordance with a written agreement between a 
recycled water producer or a recycled water wholesaler and a retail water supplier, the retail 
water supplier may delegate to a recycled water producer or a recycled water wholesaler its 
responsibility under this section to provide recycled water. 
 

(b) A customer may not obtain recycled water from a recycled water producer, a recycled 
water wholesaler, or a retail water supplier that is not the retailer without the agreement of the 
retailer. 
 

(c) If either a recycled water producer or a recycled water wholesaler provides a customer of 
a retail water supplier with a written statement that it can and will provide recycled water to the 
retailer, the retail water supplier shall, not later than 120 days from the date on which the retail 
water supplier receives the written statement from the customer, by certified mail, return receipt 
requested, submit a written offer to the customer. A determination of availability pursuant to 
Section 13550 is not required. 
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(d) If the state board pursuant to Section 13550 makes a determination that there is available 
recycled water to serve a customer of a retail water supplier, the retail water supplier, not later 
than 120 days from the date on which the retail water supplier receives a copy of that 
determination from the customer, by certified mail, return receipt requested, shall submit a 
written offer to the customer. 
 
§13580.7. Public Agency Retail Water Suppliers 

(a) This section applies only to a retail water supplier that is a public agency. 
 
(b) A customer may request, in writing, a retail water supplier to enter into an agreement or 

adopt recycled water rates in order to provide recycled water service to the customer. The retail 
water supplier, by certified mail return receipt requested, shall submit a written offer to the 
customer not later than 120 days from the date on which the retail water supplier receives the 
written request from the customer. 

 
(c) If no rate is in effect for recycled water service within the service area of a retail water 

supplier, the rate and conditions for recycled water service shall be established by contract 
between the retail water supplier and the customer, not later than 120 days from the date on 
which the customer requests a contract, or, by resolution or ordinance by the retail water 
supplier, not later than 120 days from the date on which the retail water supplier receives the 
customer's written request for an ordinance or resolution. 
 

(d) A rate for recycled water service established by contract, ordinance, or resolution, shall 
reflect a reasonable relationship between the amount of the rate and the retail cost of obtaining or 
producing the recycled water, the cost of conveying the recycled water, and overhead expenses 
for providing recycled water service. Capital costs of facilities required to serve the customer 
shall be amortized over the economic life of the facility, or the length of time the customer 
agrees to purchase recycled water, whichever is less.  The rate shall not exceed the estimated 
reasonable cost of providing the service, and any additional costs agreed to by the customer for 
recycled water supplemental treatment. 

 
(e) The rate for recycled water shall be comparable to, or less than, the retail water supplier's 

rate for potable water. If recycled water service cannot be provided at a rate comparable to, or 
less than, the rate for potable water, the retail water supplier is not required to provide the 
recycled water service, unless the customer agrees to pay a rate that reimburses the retail water 
supplier for the costs described in subdivision (c). 

 
(f) The offer required by subdivisions (c) and (d) of Section 13580.5 shall identify all of the 

following: 
(1) The source for the recycled water. 
(2) The method of conveying the recycled water. 
(3) A schedule for delivery of the recycled water. 
(4) The terms of service. 
(5) The rate for the recycled water, including the per-unit cost for that water. 
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(6) The costs necessary to provide service and the basis for determining those costs. 
 

(g) This section does not apply to recycled water service rates established before 
January 1, 1999, or any amendments to those rates. 
 
§13580.8. Retail water supplier regulated by the PUC 

(a) This section applies only to a retail water supplier that is regulated by the Public Utilities 
Commission. 

 
(b) Rates for recycled water that is provided to the customer by a retail water supplier 

regulated by the Public Utilities Commission shall be established by the commission pursuant to 
Section 455.1 of the Public Utilities Code. A regulated water utility may request the commission 
to establish the rate or rates for the delivery of recycled or nonpotable water, with the objective 
of providing, where practicable, a reasonable economic incentive for the customer to purchase 
recycled or nonpotable water in place of potable water. 
 

(c) A regulated water utility may propose a rate or rates for recycled or nonpotable water by 
tariff or by contract between the retail water supplier and the customer. Where the rate or rates 
are set by contract, the water utility and its customer shall meet, confer, and negotiate in good 
faith to establish a contract rate. 

 
(d) The commission shall, as appropriate, provide a discount from the general metered rate of 

the water utility for potable water by either of the following means: 
(1) Passing through to the customer the net reduction in cost to the water utility in 

purchasing and delivering recycled or nonpotable water as compared to the cost of purchasing 
and delivering potable water.  

(2) Granting to the customer a uniform discount from the water utility's general metered 
potable water rate when the discount in paragraph (1) is determined to be an insufficient 
incentive for the customer to convert to the use of recycled or nonpotable water. If the 
commission provides for a discount pursuant to this paragraph that is greater than the water 
utility's reduction in cost, the commission shall authorize the water utility to include the 
aggregate amount of that discount in its revenue requirements to be applied to, and recovered in, 
rates that are applicable to all general metered customers. 

 
§13580.9. City of West Covina 

(a) Notwithstanding any other law, and except as otherwise previously provided for in a 
contract agreed to by the customer and the City of West Covina, if the purchaser, contractor, or 
lessee of, or successor to, all or a portion of the water utility owned by the City of West Covina 
is a retail water supplier that is regulated by the Public Utilities Commission, rates for recycled 
or nonpotable water service to a closed hazardous waste and solid waste facility located within 
the boundaries of the City of West Covina for the purposes of irrigation, recreation, or dust 
suppression or any other use at that facility shall be established in accordance with subdivisions 
(a) to (e), inclusive, of Section 13580.7, and if there is a failure to agree on the terms and 

Last updated January 1, 2011 
California Department of Public Health’s Recycled Water-Related Statutes 



NOTE:  This publication is meant to be an aid to the staff of the CDPH Drinking Water Program and 
cannot be relied upon by the regulated community as the State of California’s representation of the law.  
The published codes are the only official representation of the law.  

 

63 

conditions of a recycled or nonpotable water supply agreement for the delivery of water for those 
purposes by that purchaser, contractor, lessee, or successor, Section 13581 shall apply. 

 
(b) For the purpose of this section, nonpotable water that is not the result of the treatment of 

waste shall be treated as the equivalent of recycled water if it is suitable for a direct beneficial 
use or a controlled use that would not otherwise occur and is therefor considered a valuable 
resource, if the use of that water will not adversely affect downstream water rights, degrade 
water quality, or be injurious to plant life, fish, or wildlife, as provided by statute or by 
regulations of the State Department of Public Health and the state board or a regional board, as 
appropriate. 

 
§13581. Formal mediation process 

(a) If there is a failure to agree on terms and conditions of a recycled water supply agreement 
involving a retail water supplier that is a public agency within 180 days from the date of the 
receipt of a request for recycled water pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section 13580, a written 
statement pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section 13580.5, or a determination of availability 
pursuant to subdivision (d) of Section 13580.5, any party may request a formal mediation 
process. The parties shall commence mediation within 60 days after the mediation request is 
made. If the parties cannot agree on a mediator, the director shall appoint a mediator. The 
mediator may recommend to the parties appropriate terms and conditions applicable to the 
service of recycled water. The cost for the services of the mediator shall be divided equally 
among the parties to the mediation and shall not exceed twenty thousand dollars ($20,000). 
 

(b) If the parties in mediation reach agreement, both parties together shall draft the contract 
for the recycled water service. The parties shall sign the contract within 30 days. 

 
(c) If the parties in mediation fail to reach agreement, the affected retail water supplier shall, 

within 30 days, by resolution or ordinance, adopt a rate for recycled water service. The agency 
action shall be subject to validating proceedings pursuant to Chapter 9 (commencing with 
Section 860) of Part 2 of Title 10 of the Code of Civil Procedure, except that there shall not be a 
presumption in favor of the retail water supplier under the action taken to set the rate for recycled 
water service. The mediator shall file a report with the superior court setting forth the 
recommendations provided to the parties regarding appropriate terms and conditions applicable 
to the service of recycled water.  Each party shall bear its own costs and attorney's fees. 
 
§13581.2. Process for a retail water supplier regulated by the PUC 
If the retail water supplier is regulated by the Public Utilities Commission, and there is a failure 
to agree on terms and conditions of a recycle water supply agreement with a customer within 180 
days from the date of the receipt of a request for recycled water pursuant to subdivision (c) of 
Section 13580, a written statement pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section 13580.5, or a 
determination of availability pursuant to subdivision (d) of Section 13580.5, the matter shall be 
submitted to the Public Utilities Commission for resolution, and the commission shall determine 
a contract rate or rates for recycled water as provided in Section 13580.8. 
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§13582. Construction of chapter 
This chapter is not intended to alter either of the following: 

(a) Any rights, remedies, or obligations which may exist pursuant to Article 1.5 
(commencing with Section 1210) of Chapter 1 of Part 2 of Division 2 of this code or Chapter 8.5 
(commencing with Section 1501) of Part 1 of Division 1 of the Public Utilities Code. 

 
(b) Any rates established or contracts entered into prior to January 1, 1999. 
 

§13583. Noncompliance 
(a) If a retail water supplier that is a public agency does not comply with this chapter, the 

customer may petition a court for a writ of mandate pursuant to Chapter 2 (commencing with 
Section 1084) of Title 1 of Part 3 of the Code of Civil Procedure. 
 

(b) If a retail water supplier is regulated by the Public Utilities Commission and does not 
comply with this chapter, the Public Utilities Commission may order the retailer to comply with 
this chapter after receiving a petition from the customer specifying the provisions of this chapter 
with which the retailer has failed to comply. 
 
 
Chapter 9. Waste Water Treatment Plant Classification and Operator 
Certifications 
§13627. Classification and Operator Certifications (as amended effective 
January 2011) 

(a) Supervisors and operators of those wastewater treatment plants described in paragraph (1) 
or (2) of subdivision (b) of Section 13625 shall possess a certificate of appropriate grade. Subject 
to the approval of regulations by the state board, supervisors and operators of those wastewater 
treatment plants described in paragraph (3) of subdivision (b) of Section 13625 shall possess 
certificates of the appropriate grade. All certificates shall be issued in accordance with, and to the 
extent recommended by the advisory committee and required by, regulations adopted by the state 
board. The state board shall develop and specify in its regulations the training necessary to 
qualify a supervisor or operator for certification for each type and class of plant. The state board 
may accept experience in lieu of qualification training. For supervisors and operators of water 
recycling treatment plants, the state board may approve use of a water treatment plant operator of 
appropriate grade certified by the State Department of Public Health pursuant to Article 3 
(commencing with Section 106875) of Chapter 4 of Part 1 of Division 104 of the Health and 
Safety Code in lieu of a wastewater treatment plant operator certified by the state board, 
provided that the state board may refuse to approve use of an operator certified by the 
department or may suspend or revoke its approval of the use of an operator certified by the 
department if the operator commits any of the prohibited acts described in Article 7 
(commencing with Section 3710) of Chapter 26 of Division 3 of Title 23 of the California Code 
of Regulations. 

 
(b) The regional water quality control board, with jurisdiction for issuing and ensuring 

compliance with applicable water reclamation or waste discharge requirements, shall notify the 
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department in writing if, pursuant to an inspection conducted under Section 13267, the regional 
board makes a determination that there are reasonable grounds for not issuing, or for suspending 
or revoking, the certificate of a certified water treatment plant operator who is operating or 
supervising the operation of a water recycling treatment plant. The department shall make its 
determination regarding the issuance, suspension, or revocation of a certificate in accordance 
with Section 106876 of the Health and Safety Code. 

 
(c) For purposes of this section, “water recycling treatment plant” means a treatment plant 

that receives and further treats secondary or tertiary effluent, or both, from a wastewater 
treatment plant.  

 
(d) A person employed as a wastewater treatment plant supervisor or operator on the 

effective date of regulations adopted pursuant to this chapter shall be issued an appropriate 
certificate if the person meets the training, education, and experience requirements prescribed by 
regulations. 

 
(e) The state board may refuse to grant, suspend, or revoke any certificate issued by the state 

board to operate a wastewater treatment plant, or may place on probation, or reprimand, the 
certificate holder upon any reasonable ground, including, but not limited to, all of the following 
reasons: 

(1) Submitting false or misleading information on an application for a certificate. 
(2) The employment of fraud or deception in the course of operating the wastewater 

treatment plant. 
(3) A certificate holder’s failure to use reasonable care or judgment in the operation of 

the plant. 
(4) A certificate holder’s inability to perform operating duties properly. 
(5) Willfully or negligently violating, or causing, or allowing the violation of, waste 

discharge requirements or permits issued pursuant to the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
(33 U.S.C. Sec. 1251 et seq.). 

 
(f) The state board shall conduct all proceedings for the refusal to grant a certificate, and 

suspension or revocation of a certificate, pursuant to subdivision (e), in accordance with the rules 
adopted pursuant to Section 185. 
 
 
Chapter 22. Graywater for Home Irrigation 
§14875. Application of chapter 
This chapter applies to the construction, installation, or alteration of graywater systems for 
subsurface irrigation and other safe uses. 
 
§14875.1. Department definition 
"Department" means the Department of Water Resources. 
 
§14876. Graywater definition 
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"Graywater" means untreated wastewater which has not been contaminated by any toilet 
discharge, has not been affected by infectious, contaminated, or unhealthy bodily wastes, and 
which does not present a threat from contamination by unhealthful processing, manufacturing, or 
operating wastes. Graywater includes wastewater from bathtubs, showers, bathroom washbasins, 
clothes washing machines, and laundry tubs but does not include wastewater from kitchen sinks 
or dishwashers. 
 
§14877. Graywater system definition 
"Graywater system" means a system and devices, attached to the plumbing system for the 
sanitary distribution or use of graywater. 
 
§14877.1. Consultation with CDPH on standards 

(a) The department, in consultation with the State Department of Public Health and the 
Center for Irrigation Technology at California State University, Fresno, shall adopt standards for 
the installation of graywater systems. In adopting these standards, the department shall consider, 
among other resources, "Appendix J," as adopted on September 29, 1992, by the International 
Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials, the graywater standard proposed for the 
latest edition of the Uniform Plumbing Code of the International Association of Plumbing and 
Mechanical Officials, the City of Los Angeles Graywater Pilot Project Final Report issued in 
November 1992, and the advice of the Center for Irrigation Technology at California State 
University, Fresno, on the installation depth for subsurface drip irrigation systems. 

 
(b) The department shall include among the approved methods of subsurface irrigation, but 

shall not be limited to, drip systems. 
 
(c) The department shall revise its graywater systems standards as needed. 

 
(d) The authority of the department under this chapter to adopt standards for residential 

buildings shall terminate upon the approval by the California Building Standards Commission of 
the standards submitted to that commission pursuant to Section 17922.12 of the Health and 
Safety Code. 

 
§14877.2. Local administration 
A graywater system may be installed if the city or county having jurisdiction over the installation 
determines that the system complies with standards adopted by the department. 
 
§14877.3. City or county—more stringent 
After a public hearing, a city or county may adopt, by ordinance, standards that prohibit the use 
of graywater or standards that are more restrictive than the standards adopted by the department, 
as appropriate for the local area. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 
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